
STOCKHOLM (Agencies) — Sweden strengthened their bid Cor a place 
in ?Eur°p^C^p , o^ semifinals when they beat Denmark !-0 to 
lead Group One Sunday. Tomas Brolin netted the winner in the S9ih 
nunute when he stabbed homes cross from bard-running Martin Dablin. 
The triumph gave hosts Sweden, who drew 1-1 with France in their 
opeamg match, three points from two games and lifted them one point 
° England, -who fought out a goalless draw in Mai mo 

earlier. Denmark's Kim Chrfciofte crashed a frec-kick against the post 
two minutes before die interval. But Sweden were the more dangerous 
attacking side and deserved victory. In the earlier match, England and 
France were unable to muster a single goal in a 04 tie. despite Stuart 
Pearce rattling the crossbar eight minutes before the finish. Pearce drove a 
25-yard shot against the bar from a free kick but England remained 
180 ™ niltcs °f soccer in the ninth championships. A crowd 
°f , 3 dull, lifeless first half but a lively game aficra the break 

with chances at both ends. ’ 
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Israelis shell Lebanese villages 

SIDON (AP) — Israeli gunners shelled villages in South Lebanon for two 
hours Sunday, wounding two civilians, police reported. The barrage by 
guns inside Israel's self-prodaimed “security zone" started Jt •# .V) a m. 
(QS30 GMT) and hit wooded hillsides around the villages of Jbaa. Jar/uu, 
Arab Sakem and MHta, police said. A spokesman said the two civilians 
were hit when a shell exploded on a road on Jbaa's eastern edge. 
Resistance groups have bases all over the area. But they did not retaliate, 
police said. At the peak of the bombardment, two shells a minute were 
exploding in the pine woods, police said. The firing stopped around 11.30 
a m. (0930 GMT). Shelling by both sides has become a ncar-duih ritual in 
South Lebanon, a flashpoint for 20 years, since May 19. That was the start 
of the current spiral of fighting between resistance groups and the Israelis, 
backed by thetr militia allies of the South Lebanon Army in the zone. 
Sunday's casualties raised the overall toll from ground and air assaults to 
29 killed and 73 wounded since May 19. 
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r ^ ^shoQtout in Cairo 

“i W 

t ‘C^CAfRO (R) — An expelled 
police academy student and his 
V " r °^;,^father, a retired police brigadier, 
!" killed on Sunday during a 

three-hour shootout with security 
'--'in. 1 ? forces, an Interior Ministry state- 
; i-^ment said. The statement said a 
■'^■i^Xipoilice force raided the home of 


...... ' - sm v, r 


^vTareq Imam Hassan in the 



•v -z. 5 ? 5 retaliate. Three policemen were 
?n n X J X : Uslightly wounded in the exchange. 
• AM it said Mr. Hassan and' his father 

‘6 Cragh ^(.were wanted on charges of extor- 
3 jk p j . *“l%ion and illegal arms dealing. The 
/ _ •wiles father was shot dead as he tried to 
‘ ’ :i Ai-. . escape a fire in their flat caused 
-- -.;.-,r v %by a gas leak. Security sources 
X,' J’^said two police officers and Mr. 
i- - : “ v-i .t.-^^Hassan’s. mother were also killed 
T^fcbut the ministry statement made 
i ' afe no mention of other casualties. 
- -r , -^.Police, the statement said, found 
- \ pistols and automatic rifles in 

S: '“T jt Ja|.the flat, and 1360 empty shells 
c; rou fired during the shootout. 

• - r Turkey to pardon 

repentant guerrillas 

■' r ; J 1 *® 5i ANKARA (R) — Turkey win 

• ■'•'at pardon Kurdish separatist guer- 

■ . - ^ rill as who renounce violence, In- 

- - • ■ tenor Minister Ismet Sezgin said 
. rt oh Sunday. “We are going to 
::; r enact a new law. The state will 
‘."^pardon all those who want to 
Sr’s escape from this quagmire and 

- ■ ’ return to the light," he told a rally 

7>&z in the southeastern town of Mus. 

■ “ aca; More tban 3.800 -people have 

: M/ii i been killed since the outlawed 

■ "* ' Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) be- 

‘ A: _r*-: s; gan fighting for an independent 

state in the southeast in 1984. 

^ . , Scores of people have also been 

c. SS ^orps IOC killed in the conflict between the 
'CVS motels' Turkish statejuif] whan militants 
of Dev-Sol (Revolutionary Left) . 

' ;'?£ Bombings reported 

• : in Algeria 

- ALGIERS (AP) — Authorities 

:~t freed .172 Muslim fundamentalists 

■ Saturday from detention in the 

± ar. Sahara Desert, and two bombing 
. • . - attacks against police stations 

. . . ; res . were reported. The liberadon of 

fundamentalists, who were 
.! p . transported to their homes by 

... " airplane and bus from the Salah 

.7-;; ™ detention centre, leaves about 

- “ei 4.000 people s* 21 in custody, state 
7.73;. radio reported. The bombings 
' ; occurred Thursday and Friday 

3 nights at two separate police sta- 

- dons in the eastern dty of Con- 

• ' ■ ■ ' • stantine, the official APS news 

- ■ - ^ agency reported. No one was 

; injured. The report did not spe- 

~ ctfy -the extent of damages. APS 

• " ■ ' r - : '£ dted no su^ieas, but the bomb- 

“gs come amid a wave of attacks 
, against police by hardcore Islamic 

E. • - fundamentalists. 

•, Somalia to seek 

renewal of aid 

■ '• ABU DHABI (R) — A Somali 

• ■ r V^j;'delegation will press for a renew- 

' ; °f 30 Organisation of African 

■ t v“ty (OAU) pledge of aid to 

. ; ; ' war-tom Somalia when the OAU 

meets in Senegal next week, a 
: ■ 1 member of the delegation said on 

-r -» Sunday. The 52 OAU members 
fV. ’^-a re to meet in Dakar for a week- 
fang annual conference starting 
with preliminary talks on June 22. 
4 ' ■" ‘ Last July the group passed a 


resolu don promising aid to Soma- 

*ts Bu^ s , 

,-j QUO’ .have provided food or hnmanita- 
i ^ rian assistance under the OAU 


tia, racked by more than a year of 
civil war. Since then Nigeria, 
Sudan, Egypt and Zimbabwe 


(Into 11 * 


' !'v? N r ^solution, Omer Arteh Ghaifb 

4 ' told Reuters. “We are asking that 

. v ;.' the resolution be renewed or 
r ." . enhanced," Mr. Ghalibtold Reo- 

• • ; .. Af^^jBere by telephone firan Riyadh. 

- 3' killed In attack on 

, .. v ^ ex-Soviet base 

... -s’?*-; 

; v - *^»5j40SC0W (R) — Two Russian 
-'X.jtil'; service mfcn were killed in an all- 
. L^fjiight battle with Georgian- 
national guardsmen who deman- 
^;ded that their ex-Soviet army 
' ^ivbjjse hand over weapons and 



.. ... ^iday three soldiers, one woman 
?:** X’ ji'.;? laud a six-year-old child were also 
... v^ '^r.J'^ injorecj in the attack on a tank 

l l h oa^nnortpre * in the ' 



Earth Summit ends with a sense 
of progress but stress on funds 


RIO DE JANEIRO (Agencies) 
— The Earth Summit ended Sun- 
day after 12 days of often-bitter 
negotiations, with a consensus 
that some progress was made but 
much more money is needed. 

Many said the real impact of 
the conference cannot- be gauged 
for months, maybe years. 

As most of the more than 100 
presidents, prime ministers and 
kings who attended the summit 
headed home, delegates 
approved documents to confer- 
ence produced. Brazilian Presi- 
dent Fernando Collor de Mello 
opened the final session at 10:15 
a.m. local time (1315 GMT) and 
closed it three hoars later. 

“This indeed is a historic mo- 
ment for humanity.'* said 
Maurice Strong, secretary ^general 
of the l/.N. Conference on En- 
vironment and Development 
(UNCED), and the driving force 
behind the summit. “It has in- 
deed been a profound human 
experience from which none of us 
can emerge unchanged." 

The conference, called to seek 
ways to help developing 
nations grow without harming the 
environment, was viewed as a 
significant first step towards 
addressing many of the environ- 
mental and economic flls plaguing 
the world. 

World leaders, heartened by a 


last-minute promise of Japanese 
environmental aid, ended the 
summit with formal pledges to 
change their ways and respect the 
planet. 

Japan, claiming the role of 
environmental pace-setter, said 
on Saturday it would raise by 50 
per cent its official development 
aid for environmental program- 
mes. 

The news brought encourage- 
ment at the end of the confer- 
ence, which was billed as a bid to 
save the world from environmen- 
tal disaster, but often seemed to 
show just bow little the world's 
nations were prepared to deviate 
from entrenched positions. 

US- President George Bush 
flew into Rio de Janeiro to sign a 
climate treaty to stop global 
warming 

But ne refused to join a second 
major treaty designed to save the 
world’s wide range of plants and 
animals, saying it would hurt 
industry and its financing was 
unrealistic. 

Southern nations felt unhappy 
with richer states’ commitment to 
help them develop in an environ- 
mentally sound way. “We have 
been underprivileged for too 
long,... time is not on our side.” 
Botswana's President Quett Ma- 
sire said. 

The mood was summed up at 


what was bailed as an unpre- 
cedented roundtable meeting of 
as many as 300 world leaders. 
“Expectations for this conference 
have not been fully met," Pakis- 
tani Prime Minister Mohammad 
Nawaz Sharif told them. 

But the very sight of so many 
leaders at a United Nations con- 
ference, expressing concern ab- 
out environmental damage, 
raised hopes of change. 

“After the summit, the world 
will never be the same again. We 
have taken a giant step towards 
sustainable development and the 
creation of an ecological and so- 
cial environment which is safe 
and clean," Mr. Sharif said. 

Japan's announcement was 
made in a written speech by 
Prime Minister Kiichi Miyazawa, 
who said Japan would expand 
environmental aid to between 900 
billion and one trillion yen over 
five years. 

At current rates, this converts 
to between S7 billion and $7.7 
billion, the largest amount 
pledged by any nation at the 
conference. 

During the conference, many 
heads of state or government 
spoke, including President Bush, 
Cuban President Fidel Castro and 
Chinese Premier Li Peng. 

The conference produced a Rio 
declaration calling for changes in 


the way the world deals with 
environment and development, 
and a huge blueprint for carrying 
this out called Agenda 21. 

More than 150 nations also 
signed two treaties — a biodiv- 
ersity accord to save plant and 
animal species, the other to com- 
bat global warning by limiting 
so-called greenhouse gas emis- 
sions. 

The United States signed the 
climate treaty, but not the biodiv- 
ersity convention, which it feared 
would harm its biotechnology in- 
dustry. 

The conference called for an 
international treaty to fight deser- 
tification and a global conference 
on over-fishing the high seas, and 
agreed on a set of loosely-worded 
principles designed to protect the 
world's forests. 

Throughout the summit, va- 
rious industrialised nations 
offered financial aid to help Third 
World development in an en- 
vironmentally sound manner. 

The World Wide Fund for Na- 
ture estimated the total new 
money pledged at the conference 
to be between $2 billion and $2.5 
billion a year for the next five 
years. 

This fell far short of the $70 
billion U.N. organisers had said 
was necessary, but like the con- 
ference itself was viewed by parti- 
cipants as a start. 


Release of German 
hostages is imminent 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — U.N. 
hostage troubleshooter Gian- 
domenico Picco arrived in Beirut 
on Sunday amid reports that two 
German aid workers, Lebanon’s 
last Western hostages, would 
probably be freed within horns. 

Pro-Iranian sources and diplo- 
mats in Beirut said they expected 
Thomas Kemptner. 31. and Hein- 
rich S true big, 51 — held captive 
for more than three years — to be 
freed either by Sunday night or 
Monday morning. 

“We expect them (the Ger- 
mans) to be freed today. If not, 
they will come out by Monday," 
one pro-Iranian source told Reu- 
ters. 

Other fundamentalist sources 
said Mr. Picco, the U.N. special 
envoy involved in negotiations to 
free hostages in Lebanon, held 
talks in Beirut with a member of 
the Hamadi family, which is be- 
lieved to be behind the abduction 
of Mr. Struebig and Mr. Kemp- 
tner (see page 2). 

They said Mr. Picco, who 
helped win freedom for the last 
oine U.S. and British hostages 
last year, came by land from 
Syria. German television said Mr. 


Picco left Frankfurt for Damascus 
on Saturday. 

The Tehran limes said the two 
German hostages would be hand- 
ed_ over to German officials in 
Damascus Monday. 

The English-language dally, 
which is dose to the Iranian 
Foreign Ministry, has accurately 
predicted the release of several 
other Western captives over the 
last two years. 

The newspaper quoted its 
Beirut correspondent as saying 
Saturday that the two Germans 
“are to be released within 48 
boms and will be handed over to 
German offi cials in Damascus. 1 ' 

He quoted unidentified “in- 
formed sources" as saying that 
“all hitches in the way of the 
release of the two German hos- 
tages have been removed and 
now they will be seat borne." 

Iran, which has influence with 
kidnap factions in Lebanon, has 
been playing the major role in 
negotiating the German’s re- 
lease. 

The hostage issue has soured 
relations between Iran and Ger- 
many, its main trading partner. 


Dirty election campaign 
upsets Israeli voters 


ACRE (R) — Israeli voters say 
they are disenchanted with the 
campaign for elections on June 23 
because they bear too much dirt 
and too little about policies. 

“No one talks about what they 
are going to do. Everyone is 
talking about the past,” said 
Leon Yenoim, 41, a resident of 
Acre. 

"We want to know what they 
will do for us. How are they going 
to create jobs?" he told Reuters 
at a Labour Party rally. 

Voters said they were acutely 
concerned about security and 
economic problems but all they 
heard on the nightly campaign 
advertisements on television was 
a litany of personal insults and 
accusations that rival parties had 
failed. 

Mr. Ycnoun, a construction 
technician, came to' bear Labour 
leader Yitzhak Rabin speak on 
Thursday in ' Acre though be 
backs Labour’s main rival, the 
Likud of Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir. 4 ^ 

“People are apathetic this year. 
They are frustrated." Mr. Yc- 
noun said. He called the cam- 
paign broadcasts a waste of 


money. “They see this as a chil- 
dren’s game." 

In speeches to working-class 
audiences in northern Israel on 
Thursday, Mr. Rabin devoted 
considerable time to bashing 
Likud. 

He accused the right-wing par- 
ty of wasting billions of dollars on 
Jewish settlements m the occu- 
pied territories, abandoning blue- 
collar towns, neglecting the rise 
in unemployment and missin ^ev- 
ery opportunity to advance 
peace. 

Mr. Rabin promised he would 
make peace without endangering 
“security" and would wage war 
on unemployment, now at a 20- 
year high of 11.5 per cent. But he 
did not say how he would do it. 

“He mostly put down the 
Likud," said Moti Cohen, 28, a 
hairdresser who came out to hear 
Mr. Rabin in Nahariya, a coastal 
town near the Lebanese border. 

Esther Ashkenazi, a 65-year- 
old grandmother of 11 from 
Acre, said the candidates had 
offered few solutions to the prob- 
lems of security, unemployment 
and immigrant absorption. 


Libyan paper assails 
congress head’s speech 


TRIPOLI (Agencies) — A Li- 
byan newspaper which had criti- 
cised Muammar Qadbafi's fore- 
ign policy took the head of the 
General People’s Congress to 
task on Sunday for praising Arabs 
and Muslims in an opening 
speech. 

“We are very astonished at the 
brother secretary of the General 
People’s Congress’s greetings to, 
and appreciation of, Arabs and 
Muslins, as if they were in the 
trench of Libya’s defence," the 
Libyan news agency JANA 
quoted Al Jamahiriya as saying. 

In articles last week, Al Jama- 
hiriya, organ of Libya’s revolu- 
tionary committees, severely 
criticised Col. Qadhafi’s pro- 
Arab policy at a time when Arabs • 
declined to support Libya against 
U.N.-imposed sanctions backed 
by the West 

Al Jamahiriya said Saturday' 
speech by Abdel Razek Al 
Sousa’a, secretary-general of the 
General People’s congress, does 
not represent the views of the 
Libyan people and cannot be 
taken as their general position. 

lie congress is to decide the 
fate of the Libyan pair charged in 
the United States and Britain 
with planting the bomb that blew 
ap in December 1988 over Lock- 


erbie, Scotland. 

Expected to last most of this 
week, the congress is the cul- 
mination of a series of grassroots 
meetings in Libya’*: parliamen- 
tary system. It convened Satur- 
day in the Mediterranean town of 
Sirte, about 50 kilometres south- 
east of Tripoli. 

In Saturday’s opening session, 
Mr. Sousa’a charged that the 
United States, Britain and France 
“manufactured" the bombing 
charges as a pretext for “an act of 
aggression" against Libya. 
France wants to 
other Libyans in the 1989 
ing of a French aircraft over an 
African desert that killed 141 
people. 

Mr, Sousa’a said the Western 
countries were violating interna- 
tional law by trying to extradite 
the Lockerbie suspects. Libya’s 
refusal to surrender the men 
brought U.N. air, anus and di- 
plomatic sanctions against Libya 
starting April 15. 

“Libyan law. Kite other laws, 
mduding the laws of the three 
countries, does not permit hand- 
ing over its citizens or subjects to 
another stale, because this is .a. 
matter pertaining to sovereign- 
ty,” Mr. Sousa'a said in his inau- 
gural speech. 


Talabani seeks economic 
support from Europeans 


ANKARA (Agencies) — A 
senior Iraqi Kurdish leader said 
Sunday he was hopeful for con- 
tinued allied air support and now 
would seek European and Tur- 
kish help to bolster the Kurdish 
economy. 

Jalal Talabani, leader of tbe 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK), told a news conference 
he would appeal to the Foreign 
Affairs Committee of the Euro- 
pean ParliaiqenUnext week. 

He said that besides moral and 
political support he would ask the 
European governments to help, 
the newly elected Kurdish gov- 
ernment ruri factories, rehabili- 
tate Kurdish agriculture and pay 
the salaries' of cml servants not 
paid for 'eight months because of 
the Iraqi blockade. 

“Well ask them to deal in a 
direct ’way with the Kurdish admi- 
nistration and to givq financial 
and economic , stopport f' he 
redded. , [ _ 

He said Turkey’s .ectitiomic 
support was also “viral” for die 
Kurds and' that, be had discussed 
possible Turkish purchases oft 
.Kurdish goods and ^exports 
through Turkey.’ *' * ,f 
MrlTalahtni Said hi was hope- 
ful there wpuld b$an eytensipn.of 
the mandate, for the allied coali- 


tion force patrolling northern 
Iraq to deter a major military 
move by Baghdad on the Kurds. 

Forty-eight warplanes from the 
United States, Britain and 
France, backed by support air- 
craft, were kept after a ground 
force helped the Kurds gain con- 
trol, of . northern Iraq although 
their rebellion was crushed by 
Iraqi government forces. The 
mandate of the force expires on 
june 28. " “ 

“We are graceful for the Tur- 
kish government’s recognition of 
the need to renew the mandate 
beyond the end of June, and 
attempt' to obtain die required 
■oonsqai 6f the parliament,” Mr. 
r TalaJbani, said. 

Premier Suleyman Demirel, 
whose True Path Party and 
government-partner Social 
Democrats have a safe majority 
in parliament, assured Mr. Tala- 
bani of support in a meeting 
Tuesday.' * 

■Some* Turkish politicians inside 
f and outside th&'coalmoh govem- 
'ment say the allied presence 
banns Turkey’s sovereignty and 
may encomagejraqi Kurtte to set 
up an indjbenitent state.' 

• . /Turf*# has been fighting fepar- 
* atist guerrillas 'among its own 
estimated 10 million Kurds for 
tbe post -eight y earn. 



’ELD GREETINGS: His Majesty King Hussein 
and Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat exchange 'Eld 
Al Adha greetings Thursday, the first day of the 


feast (see page 3). Mr. Arafat is in Amman 
recuperating from a brain surgery which he under- 
went two weeks ago (Petra photo) 


Israelis use helicopter and gunfire 
against Gazans protesting new rules 

OCCUPIED GAZA STRIP 
(Agencies) — Israeli troops fired 
in the air and dropped gravel 
from a helicopter Sunday to dis- 
perse protesting Palestinian 
workers angered at being blocked 
from crossing to jobs in Israel. 

Witnesses said hundreds of 
Palestinians began hurling stones 
at soldiers and Israeli cars at 
about 6 a.m. (0300 GMT) after 
waiting two or three hours in vain 
for travel permits. 

The workers, held behind a 
barbed-wire fence near the Erez 
crossing point, fled to nearby 
orange groves after the army 
dispatched a helicopter and para- 
military police fired in the air, 

Arab witnesses said. 

Military sources said a helicop- 
ter dropped gravel on the crowd 
to disperse Palestinians who lack- 
ed proper permits. Witnesses said 
security forces also fired shots 
and used tear-gas but none of 
more than 2,000 protesters was 
hurt. 

The stabbing to death of a Tel 
Aviv area girl last month promp- 
ted the army to tighten controls 


on the 30,000 Gazans who nor- 
mally work in Israel, mainly in 
construction. A Gazan was 
arrested for the killing. 

Palestinians said most demon- 
strators were angry they did not 
meet new army regulations they 
be at least 25 years old. The 
demonstration took place ar a 
roadblock 400 metres from the 
Erez checkpoint. 

New regulations also require 
workers to be escorted by their 
Israeli employers. Last week the 
army eased even stricter provi- 
sions following employer pro- 
tests. 

The army spokesman's office 
confirmed Sunday's violence and 
said only “a bit" of gravel was 
dropped from the helicopter as 
most demonstrators had dis- 
persed.The new travel and work 
rules prohibit Palestinians under 
age 25 from entering the Jewish 
state and require Israeli em- 
ployers to pick up their workers 
at three, army-guarded crossings 
from the coakal strip. 

The army said about 7,600 
Gaza workers were permitted to 


enter Israel on Sunday, compared 
to the more than 311,0110 who 
crossed daily before the incident. 

Gaza buses and :axis are bar- 
red from entering the Jewish 
state, and Gaza residents are 
banned unless they have special 
permits. 

Also Sunday, the supreme 
court ruled that the army can 
demolish the home of Fuad 
Abdul Atti Amran. 19. of the 
Nusseirat refugee camp in Gaza, 
who is charged in the stabbing 
case. 

The family had appealed the 
demolition order, saying that 
Amran lived in a single .oom in 
the four-room structure and that 
destroying the house would dep- 
rive 12 others of shelter. 

The court panel ruled 2-to-l 
that the army could go ahead. 

The army frequently destroys 
the homes of Palestinians sus- 
pected of anti-Israeli activity. The 
procedure has been criticised by 
the United States and interna- 
tional human rights groups us 
collective punishment. 


Basra 

needs 

urgent 

aid — U.N. 
officials 

BAGHDAD (R) — Aid officials 
say they need more fonds and 
resources to prevent epidemics in 
southern Iraq's main city, Basra. 

“There’s a very serious 
emergency problem there," U.N. 
official Gualtiero Fulcherie, coor- 
dinator of the inter-agency huma- 
nitarian programme in Iraq, told 
Reuters after a trip to the south. 

“In many ways we’ve been 
lucky there haven't been big 
epidemics,” he said. 

“You still have entire areas 
where they have no dean water, 
and entire areas flooded by raw 
sewage. 

“If you have sewage all around 
and children play in it, you're 
likely to have diseases.” 

Arthur Bisig, head of the Inter- 
national Committee of the Red 
Cross delegation in Baghdad, 
agrees. 

“The water situation in our 
view in Basra is very fragile,'* be 
told Renters. 

Basra, with a population of 1.5 
million on the Sbatt Al Arab 
waterway, was heavily shelled in 
the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war, 
bombed in the 1991 Gulf war and 
pillaged in a rebellion after the 
Gulf war in March 1991. 

Repair and improvement of its 
municipal services is hampered 
by U.N. trade sanctions under 
yhicb Iraq exports no oil and is 
short of funds even for permitted 
imports. 

As in tbe rest of Iraq, scarcities 
of food and medical supplies sap 
the health of tbe population, 
leaving resident steadily more 
vulnerable to disease. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Israelis give red carpet 
treatment for Gorbachev 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — For- 
mer Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev received a warm, high- 
level reception Sunday that went 
well beyond what Israel normally 
gives an out-of-office politician. 

It reflected the two major gains 
Israel has made from the changes 
in the former Soviet Union and 
its eventual collapse — the de- 
mise of Moscow's backing for 
Arab causes and the influx of 
Jewish immigrants.' 

Officials described tbe visit as 
“personal,” but Mr. Gorbachev 
and his wife Raisa were greeted 
by Foreign Minister David Levy. 

“We are here on the invitation 
of your universities, but I express 
my dear satisfaction that the gov- 
ernment of Israel supported these 
invitations," Mr. Gorbachev told 
reporters upon landing. 

“I won’t hide that I sense deep 
feelings and honour towards this 
nation,” he said. 

. Israelis credit Mr. Gorbachev 
with opening the gates of emigra- 
tion to Jews in the former Soviet 
Union and restoring diplomatic 
ties with Israel. No Soviet leader 
had ever before visited Israel. 

His speech was repeatedly in- 
terrupted by applause from air- 
port workers, many of them Rus- 
sian immigrants. 

Foreign ministry sources said 
they are trying to play down the 
move so as not to offend Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin, the daily 
Haaretz reported. No flags were 
flown to avoid the appearance of 
a state visit. 

“We have been waiting for the 
day we could receive a great man 
whose actions and struggle have 
left their imprint on tbe entire 
world arena,” Mr. Levy said. 

He ntdicatei Israel was willing 
to enter into cooperative agree- 
ments with Russia, noting “the 
experience we (Israel), have ac- . 
quired is at the disposal of any 
nation that needs it.” 

He said Mr. Gorbachev would 
find hi Israel “many of the ways 


of your own country" among 
Russian Jews who have immi- 
grated here. 

“They have given us wisdom 
and joy of life,” said the Moroc- 
can bom foreign minister. 

Following a short press confer- 
ence at the airport. Mr. Gor- 
bachev went to occupied Jeru- 
salem where he was scheduled to 
meet with President Chaim Her- 
zog, Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir and Yitzhak Rabin, head of 
the opposition Labour Party. 

He is also to receive three 
honourary doctorates from Bar 
I!an University, Ben Gurion Uni- 
versity and the Technion, Israel's 
leading technical institution, 
where he will be given the 
535,000 Harvey prize for peace. 

Mr. Gorbachev's visit head- 
lined all newspapers and domin- 
ated their editorials Sunday. 

Mr. Gorbachev, in an inter- 
view with the daily Yedioih 
Abronoih Iasi week, said he 
hoped his visit will advance peace 
prospects. 

In its editorial, the daily 
Haaretz warned Israeli leaders 
“not cave into the temptation to 
belittle thoweight of Gorbachev's 
pleas by claiming that he is no 
longer an official figure." 

Jews from the Soviet Union 
began arriving in Israel in large 
numbers in late 1989 after the 
Kremlin eased restrictions and 
Washington imposed a quota on 
the number it would accept. 

.Some 400.000 Jews from what 
was the Soviet Union have since 
moved to the Jewish state. TTie 
rate pf arrivals has recently slip- 
ped to about 4,000 a month be- 
cause of economic difficulties in 
Israel, but even that is more than’ 
the number who arrived in most 
years during tbe previous decade. 

Last October, shortly before he 
lost power, Mr. Gorbachev also 
oversaw the resumption of full 
diplomatic relations with Israel 
severed in support of Arab states 
over the 1967 war. 
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Pressure builds in Islamic 
World to help Bosnians 



‘Welcome to beO,' says grafitti in Sarajevo 


By Patrick Worsnip 
Reuter 

LONDON — Pressure is 
building up in the Islamic 
World for action to save the 
two million Muslims of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina from destruction 
at the hands of Christian Serbs 
in Yugoslavia’s civil war. 

Foreign ministers of the 46- 
member Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference (OIC) will 
hold an emergency meeting in 
feranbu] next Wednesday and 
Thursday to debate the threat 
to their co-rctigkmists in the 
central Yugoslav republic. 

The Muslims, the largest 
community in Bosnia, joined 
with Roman Catholic Croats in 
voting in March for independ- 
ence from the crumbling 
Yugoslav federation. But the 
Orthodox Serbs, about one 
third of the Bosnian popula- 
tion, violently opposed the- 
move. 

Since then the Serbs, backed 
by the Yugoslav federal army, 
have captured about two thirds 
of Bosnia. Some 5,700 people 
have been killed and 22,000 
wounded in fighting which has 
devastated the capital Sarajevo 
and threatened its people with 
starvation. 

The Serbs announced last 


Friday that they would observe 
a ceasefire from Monday. 

Despite the imposition of 
U.N. sanctions on Serbia, Isla- 
mic leaders from Iran to 
Morocco have charged that the 
international community, so 
decisive in repulsing Iraq's 
invasion of Kuwait last year, 
has failed to defend the Bos- 
nian Muslims. 

Cairo's A1 Azhar University, 
the Muslim World's most in- 
fluential seat of learning, last 
month accused the U.N. of 
“laxity and negligence 1 ’ over 
Bosnia and said the Islamic 
World should “speed up soli- 
darity to confront these 
events.” 

The Istanbul meeting of the 
OIC, a pressure group founded 
in 1971 to promote solidarity 
among Muslim nations, was 
urged by Turkey, Iran and 
Tunisia. 

The Jeddah-based organisa- 
tion has already sent a fact- 
finding mission to Bosnia and 
called for the deployment of. 
U.N. peacekeeping forces 
there. 

Individual members have 
also imposed diplomatic sanc- 
tions of their own. Iran. Pakis- 
tan and Morocco have recalled 
their ambassadors from Bel- 
grade and Malaysia has de- 


layed sending its ambassador- 
designate. 

Diplomats say that in itself, 
the OIC has limited clout. 
Effective economic sanctions, 
let alone the dispatch of 
peacekeeping forces, can only 
be arranged through the Un- 
ited Nations, they say. 

Nevertheless, the unusual 
concurrence of the Islamic 
states with Western countries, 
most of which also see the 
Muslims as victims of the Serbs 
in the conflict, makes for a 
powerful alliance at the world 
body. 

After the Albanians, the 
Muslims of Bosnia form the 
largest indigenous Islamic 
group in Europe west of 
Turkey. 

A key Serbian argument to 
justify action in Bonsia has 
been that the Muslims want to 
create an Iran-style ' fun- 
damentalist state in Europe, 
exploiting their high birth rate 
to reach an absolute majority 
from their current level of 
some 42 per cent. 

The Serbs have publicised a 
pamphlet entitled Islamic dec- 
laration written in 1970 by Bos- 
nia's current Muslim President 
Alija Izetbegovic, for which he 
was imprisoned by the com- 
munists who ruled Yugoslavia 


at the time. 

“The Islamic movement 
must and can take power as 
soon as it is morally and 
numerically strong enough not 
only to destroy the existing 
non-Islamic power, but also to 
build up a new Islamic one,” it 
reads in one passage. 

But in recent times, Mr. 
Izetbegovic has been careful to 
stress secularism and has repe- 
atedly denied any attempt to 
create an Islamic state. 

Visitors to Bosnia say the 


Muslims — Slavs who were 
converted to Islam by the 
Turks who invaded the area in 
the 15th century — give httie 
appearance of fun- 
damentalism. 

Many drink alcohol and 
ignore the fasting month of 
Ramadan. Plenty who are clas- 
sified as Muslim by nationality 
are in practice atheists. 

Not all commentators are 
convinced by this. “The Mus- 
lim leadership in Bosnia-Her- 


zegovina has yet to prove it 
accepts Western standards of 
democracy,” says John Zariie- 
tica of the International. Insti- 
tute for Strategic Studies. 

But most diplomats accept 
the Bosnians at face value.' 
; *We do not see die rise of 
Muslim fundamentalism,” said 
one envoy in Belgrade. “If 
they have it at all, it is because 
it has been created by the 
policies of the government 
here (in Serbia.” 


Germans — Lebanon’s 


Bush 


forgotten hostages 


BEIRUT (R) — Germans Hein- 
rich Struebig and Thomas Kemp- 
tner. forgotten by much of tbe 
world, are the last thorns to be 
pulled out to end the decade-long 
Lebanese hostage ordeal. 

In contrast to their U.S.. 
French and British predecessors, 
Mr. Struebig, 51 and Mr. Kemp- 
tner. 31. provoked few public 
campaigns or television specials 
and little soul-searching at home 
in their 3S months in captivity. 

Their private ASME- 
Humanitas charity has been dis- 
paraged in the G.erman press as a 
pro-Palestinian group which 
squandered donations. 

Another major factor divided 
them from other Western hos- 
tages: The motive of their chief 
captor Abdul Hadi Hamadi. 
security chief of the pro-Iranian 
HizboUah (Party of God). 

Mr. Hamadi demanded an ex- 
change of the two aid workers for 
his younger brothers Mohammad 
Ali and Abbas jailed in Ger- 
many. But Bonn, under U.S. 
pressure, repeatedly refused to 
make a deal. 

Other kidnap victims were 
taken for political reasons, but 
Mr. Struebig's and Mr. Kemp- 
tner'§ abduction was a family 
affair — which in the Middle East 
is more serious, diplomats said. 

Mr. Struebig and Mr. Kemp- 
tncr. ignoring danger, came to 
Lebanon in 1989 to work with 
Palestinian refugees. 

Gunmen seized them near the 
southern port of Sidon on May 
16. 1989. The kidnapping came 
11 days after Mr.Struebig and 
two fellow aid workers had been 
abducted and then released in a 
strange incident which angered 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) and raised some 
official suspicions in Bonn and 
Beirut. 

Mr. Hamadi's stubbornness 
allow the Germans to fall through 
cracks in negotiations last year 
(hat freed nine Americans and 
Britons, leaving Mr. Struebig and 
Mr. Kemptner as the last West- 
ern hostages. 

Only the release of Terry . 
Anderson, the longest-held and 
the last American hostage, on 
Dec. 3 shifted attention to Mr. 
Struebig and Mr. Kemptner and 


prompted Bonn to make them a 
priority. 

Hie kidnappers tried to win 
some publicity with a bizarre 
Christmas videotape of them 
wearing suits, smoking cigarettes 
and drinking juice toasts in front 
of a large Christmas tree. 

“We hereby thank our kidnap- 
pers for their humanitarian and 
good treatment,” said Mr. Kemp- 
tner, reading from a prepared 
text. 

Both men appeared in such 
good health that the captors 1 plan 
backfired. Negotiations were 
again put on the back burner. 

But Bonn stepped up pressure 
on tbe Lebanese government to 
act in February by blocking a 
much-needed $120- mill ion Euro- 
pean Community aid package un- 
til the two hostages were freed. 

Iran then found itself under 
increasing pressure from the 
Lebanese and German govern- 
ments to push Abdul Hadi Hama- 
di to drop his demand for direct 
exchange and accept a comprom- 
ise. 

The breakthrough came early 
this month when Bonn, with the 
help of Syria, Lebanon and U.N. 
negotiator Giandomenico Pfcco, 
won Iran's assurance to secure 
the release of the two Germans. 

After delivering a letter from 
German Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
to Iranian President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani in Tehran on 
June 2, German official Bemd 
Schimbauer said there was a good 
chance Mr. Struebig and Mr. 
Kemptner would be freed in 
Lebanon within 10 days. 

Mr. Schimbauer credited Iran 
with a key role in negotiations 
and said the Hamadi brothers 
would have to serve their jail 
terms. 

He added, however, that Ger- 
many would not try to prosecute 
the kidnappers and conditions 
would probably be eased for the 
Hamadi family to visit the 
brothers, held in different jails. 

Abdul Hadi Hamadi’s follow- 
ers, using the name the Freedom 
Stra gg lers, had promised to re- 
lease Mr. Struebig and Mr. 
Kemptner as long as they re- 
ceived some unspecified assur- 
ances. 


brings up 
‘October 
surprise’ 
unasked 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 
President George Bush said 
Saturday “I’m a little sick” of a 
congressional probe into whether 
he and the Ronald Reagan cam- 
paign in 1980 delayed die release 
of U.S. hostages in Iran. 

Mr. Bush said the congression- 
al investigation is politically moti- 
vated and complained that 
“you’re spending millions of the 
.taxpayers’ dollars trying to 
prove" the allegations. He said 
(he probe was one of several 
congressional “witchhunts." 

He commented at a news con- 
ference at the Earth Summit, the 
second time in 10 days he has 
brought up the subject of tbe 
congressional probe on the Iran 
hostages without being asked ab- 
out it 

| “There’s not a heck of a lot I. 
can do about it except to express 
a continual and somewhat mount- 
ing frustration," said Mr. Bush, 
i Mr. Bush also criticised as poli- 
tical a congressional probe into 
the Reagan and Bush administra- 
tions' assistance to Iraq before 
the Gulf war. 

“We tried to bring Saddam 
Hussein into the family of na- 
,tions” but failed, Mr. Bush said 
of die assistance. “We did not 
enhance his nuclear, biological or 
chemical weapon capability, a 
charge recklessly made in this 
political year." 

Regarding Iran, there has long 
been speculation that the Reagan 
campaign representatives to hold 
Americans take hostage from the 
U.S. embassy in Tehran until 
after election day. A book by 
former Carter White House aide 
Gary Sick details the hypothesis. 

In fact, the Reagan campaign 
did fear that the Outer White 
Irfouse would — in an October 
surprise — when the hostages’ 
freedom and put the incumb.ent 
Democrat over the top in the nice 
for the presidency. Hie hostages 
were released minutes after Mr. 
Reagan was sworn in as presi- 
dent. 
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Iran paper urges anti- Turkey action 


NICOSIA (AP) — Two Iranian 
newspapers Sunday criticised 
Turkey, saying it cannot be 
trusted because it is a U.S. ally 
and urging action against .Ankara 
for a guerrilla attack on a train in 
which nine Iranian were killed or 
wounded. 

The official Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA' monitored 
in Nicosia, said the radical Abrar 
daily took President Hashemi 
Rafsanjani’s government to task 
for not having reacted to “mis- 
conduct by Ankara, especially 
with regard to Thursday’s attack 
by an armed group on a passen- 
ger train.” • 

Iran’s relations with Turkey 
have . been . strained in recent 
months on'security; religious and 
other issues. 

Recent attacks on Israeli diplo- 
mats and Iranian dissidents, in- 
ducting the alleged abduction of 
an Iranian rebel official in Istan- 
bul earlier this month, have been 
blamed on Iranian agents. 

The .friction has been intensi- 
fied by tbe rivalry between Ank- 
ara and Tehran for influence and 
economic links in the newly inde- 
pendent Central Asian republics 


that were once part of tbe now 
collapsed Soviet Union. 

Turkish authorities have 
Mamed separatist guerrillas of the 
outlawed Kurdish Labour Party 
for last week’s ambush of tbe 
Teh ran- Ankara train in eastern 
Mus province. 

It carried 300 passengers, in- 
cluding 170 Iranians. A six-year- 
old Iranian boy was killed and 
eight other Iranians wounded. 

Abrar said in a commentary 
that. there was evidence the Tur- 
kish government uses civilian pas- 
senger trains to transport troops 
to fight the rebellious Kurds, who 
for eight years have been waging 
a guerrilla campaign for mde- ■ 
. pen deuce. 

“In recent years, the Turkish 
government, in confronting the j 
dissident Kurds, has repeatedly 
infringed international regula- 
tions and violated the territories 
of neighbouring countries, in- 
cluding Iraq, to station its forces 
in bolder areas,” the daily said. 

It claimed that tbe Western- 
backed Ankara government “is 
under the impression it can en- 
gage in a power showdown and 
trample upon internationally rec- 


ognised principles.” 

It cited tbe Turkish seizure last 
October of a ship carrying Bulga- 
rian anti-aircraft missiles and 
other weapons to Iran and allow- 
ing Iranian dissidents to base in 
Turkey as evidence of “ Ankara ’s 
obstinacy towards its neigh- 
bours.” 

The daily declared that families 
of the Iranians shot last Thursday 
“expect those in charge of foreign 
policy not to surrender to Ank- 
ara’s obstinacy or to political con- 
siderations.*’ 

The Tehran Times, which is 
dose to the Foreign Ministry, 
said in an article calling for grea- 
ter investment in Iran’s oil and 
natural gas industry , tharfhe fela- ' 
mic Republic cannot count on 
developing export pipelines to 
Europe through Turkey because 
“Turkey cannot be relied upon.” 

The English-langnage daily 
stressed Turkey’s alliance with 
the United States and NATO and 
said: “This is why in vestment on 
piping gas to Turkey seems peri- 
lous, as Turkish leaders might at 
any moment decide to shut down 
the line.” 


Iran opposition reports fresh riots 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An Iranian 
opposition movement in exile has 
reported that fresh riots broke 
out in Iran last week and at least 
four people were killed in two 
days of clashes with Revolution- 
ary Guards. 

Tbe Mujahedeen-e-Khalq said 
protesters set fire to banks, gov- 
ernment buildings and military 
vefaides in Bukan, 480 kilometres 
west of Tehran. 

“Widespread anti-government 
demonstration and dashes took 
place throughout Bukan on June 
9 and 10, involving more than 
10,000 residents,” said a Mujabe- 
deen communique. The demon- 
stration began at 9:30 a.m. on 
Guards Corps. Shouting “Down 
with Rafsanjani” and “Down 
with Khamenei,” demonstrators 
attacked government buildings, 
induding the Islamic Propaganda 
Organisation's offices, several 
banks such as Sepah, Melli and 
Ostan banks, and a number of 
other government agencies. 
Guards Corps ve hides were also 
set on fire,” it added. 


The Revolutionary Guards 
opened fire on demonstrators and 
some of the guardsmen were also 
killed, it said. 

Scores were wounded and at 
least 130 arrested, it said. 

Tbe regime has so far pre- 
vented any ■ disclosure : of the news 
of this demonstration — the 
seventh major anti-government 
demonstration in two months. 
Immediately after the protests 
started, the regime severed all 
lines of communication to and 
from Bukan to prevent any news 
reaching the outside world, 
according to tbe Mujahedeen 
statement. 

Tehran Radio said on Saturday 
that the police chief had been 
sacked in the northeastern pro- 
vince of Khorasan province, 
scene of the worst riots in Iran for 


a decade last month. 

On Wednesday Iran hanged 
four men i for their part in the riots 
in Mashhad, the capital of ’Khwa- 
san. Four other people were ex- 
ecuted on Thursday for taking 
part in rioting in the southern city 
of Shiraz in April. 

President Akbar Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani has ordered security 
forces to crack down on dissent to 
deter further violence. 

“We still have an enemy both 
inside the country and abroad ... 
We have an organised enemy 
abroad and they have contacts 
with each other (at home and 
abroad), they have either organi- 
sational or periodic and single 
contacts both (in Iran and 
abroad),” Mr. Rafsanjani was 
qouted as saying Friday. 


Egyptian airport officials kill pet snake 

CAIRO (R) — Airport officials killed a two-metre pet snake 
which a Saudi Arabian passenger abandoned when he was 
forbidden to carry it borne in his hand luggage, the Egyptian daily 
A1 Akhbar repotted on Sunday. 


Ex-spy chief of Pakistan warns 
against Afghan meddling 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — A former 
intelligence chief warned Afgha- 
nistan's neighbours Sunday 
against playing “a Mg brother 
role'’ in the country emerging 
from a 14-year battle against 
communist rale. 

“In certain quarters there are 
misgivings... that Iran or Pakistan 
*might interfere,” said Hamid 
Gul, one of the architect s of tbe 
Afghan rebel movement that 
used Pakistan as a staging arena 
in its war against successive 
Soviet-backed governments in 
Kabul. • 

From 1987 to 1989, Mr. Gul 
beaded Pakistan’s Interservices 
Intelligence Agency, used by 
Washington to funnel billions of 
dollars in arms and ammunition 
to their rebel allies in Afghanis- 
tan. 

Mr. Gui, a former general, was 
retired from tile army earlier this 
year after refusing to head an 
armaments factory, a posting 
seen by most Pakistanis as non- 
political and an attempt to side- 
line the once powerful secret 
sendee chief. 

Meanwhile three American 
officials arrived in Kabul Sunday 
on an unannounced trip that will 
help decide when to reopen the 
U.S. embassy. 

The embassy would open when 
security is adequate in Kabul, 
said Peter Tomsen, head of the 
three-member delegation and tbe 
U.S. special envoy to the 
Mujahedeen. 

Mr. Tomsen met for two hours 
with caretaker President Sibgha- 
tuliah Mojaddidi. Security was 
far less for the U.S. delegation 
than for the Afghan leaders, who 
never travel throughout the city 
without a convoy of dozens erf 
heavily armed bodyguards. 

Hie new Islamic government 
has been hampered by frequent 
fighting among rebels loyal to 
diverse factions. The fighting has 
left at least 400 dead and more 
than 1,000 injured. 

Washington dosed its mission 
in Kabul just weeks before the 


final pullout of Soviet soldiers 
who had occupied Afghanistan 
from December 1979 to February 
1989. 

The British, French, Italians, 
Germans, Japanese and Au- 
strians followed, each i citing con- 
cerns of tbe regime's ability to 
provide adequate security once, 
the Red Army had returned 
home. 

With die rebels now id power, 
many Afghans have questioned 
why the American embassy has 
not reopened since h .jpiuvided 


billions of dollare in weapons and 
supplies to the resistance against 
communist rule. 

So for, only (he Fbench . and 
Italians have reopened their mis- 
sions, both in 1990. 

Earlier this mouth, a British 
dele gation came to Kabul on a 
fact-finding mission, and govern- 
ment sources said Washington 
and London would together de- 
cide whether to reopen their mis-, 
sions. 

“We encourage you to con- 
tinue the political process. It will 
be difficult but you have our 
support and that of other 
friends,” Mr. Tomsen told Mr. 1 

Mojaddidi. 

Sources said that among die 
topics Mr. Tomsen is expected to 
djsgTuss during his meetings with 
Afghanistan’s leadership may be 
the whereabouts of some 300 
Soviet soldiers missing in Afgha- 
nistan. T 

—-Mr. Tomsen stopped in Mos- 
cow en route to Afghanistan. 

The rebels say they only have 
60 former Red Army soldiers in 
their custody. Most are being 
held by the radical Hezb-e-Islanri 
faction, beaded by Gulbnddin 
Hekmatyar, who is boycotting 
the caretaker government but is 
likely to take his seat once Mr. 
Mojaddidi hands over power to 
Burhannudin Rabbani. 

Tbe Russian government be- 
lieves most of the missing soldiers 
dead. But Moscow says it . 
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wants the new government to 
account for their whereabouts. 


HUDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIE^ 


Algerian revolutionaiyfigure dies 


ALGIERS (AP) — Omar Oussedik, a leaer in the nationalist 
struggle against French colonial rule, has died, state-run televi- 
sion announced Sunday. He was 72. Mr. Oussedik died Saturday, 
tiie report said. Cause of death, funeral arrangements and 
survivors were not specified. Mr. Oussedik joined the budding 
nationalist movement in 1942. two years after the rapid fall of 
France to the German army in World War II showed Alge rians 
that their rulers were not invincible. Arrested in 1948, Mr. 
Oussedik was imprisoned and tortured in the notorious Blida 
military prison, where other revolutionaries like Ahmad Ben 
Bella, independent Algeria’s first president, were also jailed. 
Freed in 1951. Mr. Oussedik joined National Liberation Front in 
1955, a year after Mr. Ben Bella and others launched their 
eight-year armed straggle that expelled France from North 
Africa. Mr. Oussedik became a minister in the government-in- 
waiting, the provisional government of the Algerian republic, in 
1957, and later served as chief of the diplomatic mission to 
Guinea. After independence in 1962, Mr. Oussedik served as 
Algeria’s ambassador to tbe Soviet Union, Bulgaria, India and 
Italy. 


Ali Mahdi accuses rival of making port unsafe 


NAIROBI (AP) — Somalia’s interim president accused forces 
loyal to his rival of making tbe port of Mogadishu unsafe for food 
distribution to the starring, a radio broadcast said Sunday. The 
forces hijacked a cargo ship in the third such attack on cargo ships 
in the port, “proring that no one could guarantee security there ” 
raid tiie broadcast on Radio Mogadishu, which backs Interim 
President Ali Mabdi Mohammad. Hie port is vital to an 
international effort delivering thousands of tonnes food to 
Mogadishu’s starring population. More than a million people in 
and around the city are in need of emergency food aid and 
hundreds are dying daily, say aid workers. The port was closed 
from November until may be fighting between Ali Mahdi and his 
nval. General. Mohammad Farrah Aideed. A U.N -brokered 
ceasefire brought a tenuous peace to the city in early March But 
it was may before the aid community achieved the guarantees it 

^ J? rt A« 8hting cont “ lues ™ of 
of H .°™ Africa nation. The continuing 

mseomty, combined with general deprivation and a regional 
drought, has left an estimated 4.5 million people countrywide in 
needof food aid. Hundreds of thousands of Somalis bavefled to 
refugee camps m neighbouring Kenya and Ethiopia, where they 
arnve weak and malnourished and are dying at an average of 100 
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CHURCHES 


St. Mao Nmrdh Onrdi SwtEMh, 
Tel. 810740 

As m i W Ib of God Cfamtfa, Tel. 

632785. 

St. Joseph Church TcL 624590. 


Church of tbe Anuuudafiaa Tel. 
637440. 

Dr ta Safe Church TcJ. 661757 
Ten a aa nl a Church TcL* 6Z2366 
Chur c h of the Amwuiriatiuu TdL 

62354 J. 

Aagflran Chord) Tel. 625383, Tel. 
628543. 

Anucuiaa Cathofe Church TcL 

771331. 

Arroenhu Orthodox Church TeL 
775261. 

SL Ephraim Chart* Td. 771751. 
t — i M hl wS uwl ffctfc Td. 
68S326. 

gr a gdlnl Lutheran Church Teh 

811295. 

Tbe Oath «f Jmus Christ of Ldfe'- 
Day Saints Td. 823824. 654932. 
Church Of the Mw w u TcL 675691. 1 


WEATHER 


BuUctin supplied by tbe Department of 
Mete o rology. 

The effect of the hot airwave winch 
affected Jordan in die past few days 
win cod today. Therefore, a drop in 
temperatures wiU take place and winds 
wiR be northwesterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds wdl be northerly moder- 
ate and seas calm. 
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JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Aipba 

25/37 

16/33 

Jordan VaDcy 

25/36 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 34, Aqaba 42. Humidity readings: 
Amman 21 per cent, Aqaba 19 per 

CCflL 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

740740 


791257 


779997 

Dr. Salman Dabratfri 

776751 

661912 


778336 

637055 


Nairockh pharmacy 

A] Safan pharmacy 

Yaconb pharmacy „ — ... — 

623672 

636730 

644945 


Stoncami pharmac y 637060 

stony. 

Dr. Mazes Aba Baker 

ALSharaa’ pharmacy (275825) 


ZAEQA: 

Dr. Yousef Fade! (—) 

Khslifeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre ..637111 

Qvit Defence Department 661111 

OvS Defence i™™ 

Rescue 630341 

On) Defence Emergency 199 

Rcscne Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade *91228 

■Blood Bank 775121 

Highway PoCce 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Pabfc Secant? Department 630321 

Hate! Complains 605800 

Price Complaints ......661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amm an MoiridpaUty 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(cSroaory assistance) 121 

Overseas CaUt 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdati Telephone Repairs 661101 


Jordan Tdevisioa 773111 

Ratio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company — 6 36381 

RJHigtt Information 08- 53200 

Queen AEa la® Airport. — 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre ..... 813813/32 
Khafidi Maternity, J. Amu... 644281/6 
Afaleh Maternity, J. Anut.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 643362 

MaBrn, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmehad 664171/4 

S hracnmri Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasfaer Hospital .... 6671G7N 

The Mamie, Abdati 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdati 664164ft 

Itatian, AMriobajreen 777101/3 

AJ-Sadrir, J. Asfcraiid! . — 77SUV26 

Array. Marfa 891611/15 

Queen AKa Hospital 6Qz24tV50 

Amd Hospital .. 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 


Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

timStna Hospital (09)986732 

AlHft ma Modem Hofatai .(09)990990 


Process Besm Hospital ( 02)275555 

GmkCuhoBcHospha] (02)272275 

JboAJN*fc«H<*prtai (02)247100 

AQ4BA: 

Process Haya Hospital (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

-INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

Tbit information is s upp S ai by Rani 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at tbe Queen Afis International 
Airport Tel. (08)53200-3, where it 
should always be verified. 


AtUBVALS 

Royal JUrttantan (RJ) Flights 
(Tufinliwl 1 ) 



Ifc 3» — ' LaraacfrflU) 


1*30 Dtfoai. Abu Dhabi ( 

IM» NewDdMfRjj 

11:15 Beirut ( 


17:45 ; Cabot 

2fo60 Casablanca, Tonis ( 

UM Bundnk(RJ) 


00: W New York, Amsterdam 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 


OdS Mum, Abu Dhabi, Doha (GF) 
1630 Istanbalt 

1W» - Rome, Beirut!. 

Paris. Damascus! 

2M0 Cairo! 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


07:15 
12:15 
1*15 ...... 

1*25 

2140 ..... 

2U3S 

21:45 ..... 
2230 


— Beirut! 

Montreal, Toronto | 

Londoo (RJ) 

- Frankfurt! 

........... — Dhahnai 

Atw Dhabi I 

— Bahrain, Doha I 

Ddbai; MtdCntfRj) 


Othar Flights (Terminal 2) 

0M5 Beirut (ME) 


1405 Doha. Abu Dhabi, Muscat (GF) 
£2- Istanbul p' 

23=38 ' — Damascus, Paris (AF) 


• Upper/hma price b> Ss , 

Jwfo (red) 

gumm a (Mnfaamar) HHI" SSO/SOO 

... 32»2» 

r® 008 * 6 120/80 

!!£!» 

St5=r«a 

% # /5 

SKTfe-.:: 

i30IW0 

— 400 ( 250 

— 720/620 

33 own 

£*»«■ 150/100 

tSJT- 170/100- 

V > ? ,ato ; 100/80 


l! - 


s. 

|.l .>■■ 


!• * 
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’Her Majesty Queen Noor visits 
(Petra photo) 


orphans at the SOS Chfidrea's Village hi the port city of Aqaba 


Queen tours, helps SOS children 


• V: "• U8R “<; > 


•■■AQABA (Petra) — For the feast 
"of Eid A1 Adha, Her Majesty 
i -Queen- Noor A1 Hussein visited 
■ ■the SOS Children's Village in the • 
port city of Aqaba and distri- 
-buted gifts. 

The Queen toured the village, 
'Lwhich houses orphans, chatting 
“with them and asking them about 
>their general living conditions. 

» The Noor Al-Hnssein Founda- 
tion (NHF), which supervises the 
“SOS Gbfldren’s Villages in Jor- 
dan, said that the Aqaba village, 

*- established last Apnl has eight 
'separate homes of children living 
-rwftb foster mothers in a family- 
'fike atmosphere. Twenty-three 
■boys and girls between one and 
.seven years old are being cared 
.--for but according to NHF offi- 


cials, 72 children can be housed 
when all the units in the village 
are completed. 

According to NHF, the Aqaba 
SOS Village houses orphaned 
children from the southern re- 
gions of Jordan. 

His Majesty King Hussein and 
Queen Noor inaugurated Jor- 
dan’s first SOS Children’s Village 
in 1986 at the town of Tareq, west 
of Amman. Since then the 
orphans in the village have en- 
joyed the care of foster mothers. 

About 100 abandoned and des- 
titute children are being housed 
in nine homes in Tareq by the 
International SOS Organisation, 
based in Austria. The children 
near Tareq receive education in 


schools and vocational training at 
centres nearby. 

NHF officials said that 
attached to the Aqaba SOS Vil- 
lage are a nursery for the village 
and children from Aqaba city, a 
store and other basic services, a 
sports hall, a home for the in- 
structors and a training for prog- 
ramme for foster mothers. 

The lifeline of Jordan's SOS 
Children’s Villages is the gener- 
ous donations from the Jordanian 
community. 

The Queen was accompanied 
on the Aqaba tour by Their 
Royal Highnesses Prince Ham- 
zeh. Prince Hash cm. Princess Ei- 
man. Princess Raya and Princess 
Majideh Raad. 


23 die during Eid A1 Adha holidays 


By Ahmad Kreishan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

-■ 

AMMAN — At least 6,187 
citizens were injured, 23 of whom 
died, during the Eid A! Adha 
which started last Wednesday, 
according to sources at the Public 
Security 1 Department (PSD) and 
■Civil Defence Department 
(CDD). 

The University of Jordan Hos- 


pital alone reported that it has 
offered treatment to 632 people 
while the Princess Basina Hospit- 
al in Irbid reported that it offered 
treatment to 2,015 people. 

Among those who died, one 
was a result of a murder while 
rest of the death cases resulted 
from road accidents, food poison- 
ing, fires and falls from high 
places. 

Zaiqa hospitals reported that 


515 citizens were treated, A1 
Bashir Hospital in Amman said it 
offered treatment to 700 people 
and at Salt Hospital, there were 
860 cases. 

• , 

The CDD said that Abdul 
Muhsen (25), an Egyptian, was 
shot and killed by another Egyp- 
tian identified only as M. A. 
M~Tbe CDD reported numerous 
cases of fights, falls and fires. 
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The' Temple of Artemns at Jerash 


Jordan, Italy set up archaeological institute 


****** 


5 _ -US’ 


By Mona Ghmwini 

< Special to the Jordan Tunes 

; AMMAN « — Imagine yourself 

■ dressed in a toga and sandals, 
' strolling down a Roman col- 
; onnaded street, stopping to 
; haggle at one of numerous 

• shops while people ascend and 
’ descend the stairs of an over- 
; whelming . temple where , they 
; pray to a specific God. 

Jerash may never look exact- 
ly like that again, but a group 
, of Italian archaeologists, in 
; cooperation with the Jordan 

• University and the Depart- 
ment of Antiquities at the 

; Ministry of Tourism, are pre- 
; sendy working on a project to 

■ restore as much as possible the 
! Sanctuary of Aitemus and the 
; main colonnaded street. 

; Roberto Parapetti, an Ita- 

• Han archaeologist on-site at 
I Jerash, told the Jordan Times 
[ that a joint- effort of Italians 

and Jordanians are restoring 

• die Temple of Artemns, the 
highest point of the city of 

; Jerash, its stairs and the three 
; terraces leading op to it, as 
I well as die colonnaded street 
! below. Along the street, the 
; group is rebuilding the col- 
; nmns and reconstructing 
- shops. As for the temple itself, 
! Mr. Parapetti said: “We are 
' reorganising the access in a 
; more dear way. We are pkm- 

■ nrng to arrange . the whole 
! area.” He added that Jerash is 
'“wry well preserved but a lot 
of architectural elements are 


“We are frying to recon- 
struct h to what it could have 
been," Mr. Parapetti pointed 
out, noting the importance of 
cooperation between Italy and 
Jordan in the restoring pro- 
cess. 

The Jerash project is just 
one example of plans in store 
'for the newly-established 
Jordanian-Italian Institute for 
Archaeological Sciences iq 
Amman . 

Italy and Jordan are hoping 
to increase ties and benefit in 
the field of archaeological re- 
search through the efforts of 
the institute, winch has been 
implemented under the Centro 
Richerche Archeologiche e 
Scavi di Torino (Centro Scavi) 
of the University of Turin and 
the University of Jordan, 
alongside the Department of 
Antiquities. 

An Italian embassy state- 
ment said that links of coop- 
eration between Italy and Jor- 
dan in the field of archaeology, 
particularly the preservation 
and evaluation of cultural 
heritage, are to be acknow- 
ledged and efforts made to 
encourage more archaeological 
expeditions. 

The Centro Scavi is current- 
ly working with the depart- 
ments of history, archaeology, 
architecture and sciences of the- 
Jordan University on promot- 
ing archaeological study and 
projects for the future. 

A ceremony was held on 
June 4 in which the premises of 
the Jordanian-Italian institute 
was established. The Centro 


Scavi now holds the building 
property of the Schiaparelli 
Foundation, which was origi- 
nally the residence of the first 
doctor of the Italian Hospital 
in Amman. According to 
Giovanni Benenati, an Italian 
'embassy official, the centra is 
now finalising renovations on 
the building, located next to 
the Italian Hospital, to facili- 
tate it for seminars, activities, 
laboratories, libraries, studies 
and guest-rooms. 

“The statute of the institute 
has been finalised,” Mr. Be- 
nenafi told the Jordan Times. 
Both Jordanian and Italian au- 
thorities are in the process of 
submitting documents explain- 
ing the exact role of the insti- 
tute. “It’s just a question of the 
bureaucracy now,” explained 

Mr. Benenati in regards to 

“speeding up” the process so 
thk more tangible cooperative 
measures may take place. 

“This will be completely a 
joint institute with a council of 
50% Italians and 50% Jorda- 
nians who will coordinate pro- 
jects in archaeological scien- 
ces,” Mr. Benenati said, point- 
ing out that up until now, 
archaeological centres in Jor- 
dan have been mostly erne- 
sided, with Jordan just hosting 
the foreign excavators. 

Minister of Tourism Yanal 
Hikmat recently received a 
donation of equipment for res- 
toration of archaeological sites 
by the Centro Scavi, only the 
beginning of what the centre 
hopes to accomplish through 
the institute in Amman. 


Jordan in Seville a 
success in many ways 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Their Crown 
Prince Hassan and Princess Sar- 
vatb have returned to Amman 
following a visit to the Seville 
Universal Expo 1992, in Spain 
and a private visit to the United 
Kingdom. 

In Seville Prince Hassan 
opened the Jordanian pavilion 
and met with King Juan Carlos 
and Prime Minister Philippe 
Gonzales to discuss Jordaman- 
Spanish relations and peace in the 
Middle East 

In London, and elsewhere in 
the U.K., the Prince and Princess 
held other meetings that focused 
on the peace process in the Mid- 
dle East and other regional and 
international issues. 

In a statement upon his return 
to Amman last weekend. Prince 
Hassan expressed delight over 
Jordan’s participation in the 
Seville Expo noting that it helped 
to educate Spaniards about Jor- 
dan’s culture and history. 

The Spanish were not the only 
ones who got a taste of Jordanian 


heritage; so did thousands of other 
visitors to Seville, the Crown 
Prince noted. 

In reply to a question. The 
Crown Prince said that Euro-' 
peons want to maintain a dia- 
logue with the Arab world which 
can help Europeans and Arabs to 
better understand and help each 
other. 

Jordan's week-long cultural 
activities at the Seville Expo en- 
ded last month, but the head of 
the Jcfclanian Commission at the 
Expo, Dr. Mazen A1 Armouti, 
said that there will be another 
Jordanian pavilion in late 
September. 

According to Dr. Armouti. in 
September Jordan will display 
more cultural artifacts, hold semi- 
nars and organise performances 
of folklore. 

The Jordanian pavilion last 
month also had performances of 
Jordanian music and folklore and 
an array of archaeological arti- 
facts of the Kingdom. 


Iran to hold industrial 
products fair in Amman 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Iran is sche- 
duled to organise a week-long 
industrial fair in Amman on June 
22 to display its national indust- 
rial products. 

The fair is in implementation of 
an agreement signed by Jordan 
and Iran last year, calling for the 
two countries to organise fairs to 
orient people on their products 
and encourage trade. 

Iran and Jordan signed a letter 
of understanding for economic 
and commercial cooperation in 
August 1991. The letter signed in 
Tehran during the last round of 
talks between the Jordanian 
minister of industry and trade and 
his Iranian counterpart provides 
for an exchange of visits to assess 


scopes of bilateral cooperation 
and organise fairs in Tehran and 
Amman to promote the sale of 
Iranian and Jordanian products. 

Iran said that Jordan deman- 
ded to buy Iranian fish and tobac- 
co, among other items, while Iran 
would continue to purchase part 
of its phosphate requirements 
from Jordan. 

The two sides agreed to set up 
a joint committee to meet 
periodically in Amman and 
Tehran to follow-up on the imple- 
mentation of agreements be- 
tween them. 

Iran also agreed to buy 250,000 
tonnes of fertilisers worth S65 
million last year. 



RSS RECEIVES EQUIPMENT — RSS has recently received 
new equipment used in delecting infrared radiation and providing 
thermographic inspection services of measuring the surface 
temperature of any object from a distance. > 

This equipment can measure the temperatures of objects' 
ranging between 20 to 1500 degrees ceatrigrade with extreme 
sensitivity, and produce a detailed and coloured thennogramme of 
the object examined so as to identify the overheated parts in it- 
This equipment am be used for several purposes such as 
identifying the faults in insulating materials installed in buildings, 
refrigeratin systems, boilers, hot water tubes, heat distribution in 
the walls of power stations and factories, as well as locating the 
spots of hot water leakage in central beating pipes that are placed 
under tiles or within walls. 

This equipment has bean successfully used so far in Jordan In 
various do mains such as corrosion in the solar system panels, 
measuring the temperature of hot objects at a distance, and 
locating the spots of hot water leakage in factories, schools, and 
houses. 

A team of RSS experts, supervising the operation of this 
equipment, is -ready to visit any site in Jordan to provide the 
relevant services. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


■fr Exhibition of paintings by AE Taleb and Rate 1 Nasiri at Abdnl 
liami- inl Owman Foundation Gallery — (10 • 5 p.m.). 

☆ Plastic art exhibition by 40 Jordanian artists entitled “An Artist 
and a Painting 0 at Baladna Art Gallery, Gardens Street. 

☆ Exhibition of pamtfngg by Imam Tantawi at the Phoenix 
Gallery for Experimental Arts. 

☆ Exhibition of paintings by Patrice-Paln at the French Cultural 
Centre. 


Basra needs urgent assistance 


(Contained from page 1) 

Local officials reported last 
year that Basra children were 
dying at about twice the pre-Gulf 
war rate. 

Mr. Fnlcherie said aid agencies 
could not afford many of the 
projects needed to improve pub- 
lic health in Basra. 

“There's always something that 
can be done, but it requires a 
tremendous amount of money,” 
he said. 

- The Unit ed N ations Children 
Fond, (UNICEF) has contributed 
about 51 million to Basra water 
and sanitation works. It supplied 
24 chlorinators and chlorine 
booster pumps, 54 tonnes of 
chlorine gas, 233 tonnes of atom 
sulphate and 114.5 tonnes of 
chlorine powder. 

“We have rented 15 water 
tankers to bring sweet water from 
non-operating factories to tanks 
placed on the side of the streets 
from which family members can 


fill their cans," a UNICEF offi- 
cial said. 

Foreign charities also donated 
pomps, chlorinators and com- 
pressors worth 5200,000 and the 
Red Cross has installed equip- 
ment and provided much-needed 
spare parts. 

“That's quite insufficient,” Mr. 
Fnlcherie said. 1 “Quite insuffi- 
cient.” 

Before the Gulf war Basra used 
77 pumps to get rid of its sewage, 
he said. “Now, there are 25, and 
23 of them were brought by U.N. 
through UNICEF. The sewage is 
pumped into the river with all the 
consequences that you can im- 
agine.” 

The Iraqi press reported last 
month that the government was 
digging a 212 kilometre canal to 
carry sweet water from the Tigris 
to “solve Basra’s water problem 
once for all.” 

But U.N. and private aid offi- 
cials say massive infrastructure 
investment is needed in Basra 
itself. 



Bis Majesty King Hussein performs prayers at A1 Hasbemieh Mosque to celebrate the feast of Eid A! 
Adha (Petra photo) 

King marks Eid AI Adha 


AMMAN — Life in Jordan 
tomorrow (Tuesday) will return 
to normal when all government 
departments, banks and other 
businesses reopen after a six-day 
holiday of the Great Arab Revolt 
and Army Day and the Eid Al 
Adha feast, which marks the end 
of the annual pilgrimage to Mec- 
ca. 

Jordan celebrated the feast 
with prayers m mosques around 
the country. The main celebra- 
tion was held at Al Hashemieh 
Mosque, built over the tomb of 
the late Queen Alia where His 
Majesty King Hussein, members 
of the royal family and other 
dignitaries performed prayers. 

Mosque preacher Dr. Ahmad 


He lay el. Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs secretary-general, 
outlined the Hashemite family's 
endeavours to protect and safe- 
guard the holy places in Jeru- 
salem, and paid tribute to King 
Hussein for initiating plans to 
restore the Dome of the Rock 
and the mosques and shrines 
attached to the tombs of the 
companions of the Prophet 
Mohammad who are buried in 
the Kingdom. 

The preacher urged Arab 
countries to end their differences 
and to unite to tackle the com- 
mon challenges of the Arab 
world. 

Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, the speakers of the upper 


and lower houses of Parliament, 
and other Dignitaries were with 
the King at the mosque for the 
prayers. 

Following the religious cere- 
monies, King Hussein visited the 
tombs of the late King Abdullah, 
founder of the Kingdom, and the 
late King Tulal. his father, where 
he laid wTeaths and recited verses 
from the Holy Koran. 

King Hussein met well-wishers 
at the' Raghadan Palace in Am- 
man. exchanging good wishes for 
the feast of ~ Eid Al Adha: the 
King also exchanged messages of 
good wishes with Arab heads of 
state and leaders of foreign na- 
tions. 


‘Red Gold’ puts farmers in the red 


By Saad Hattar 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — Fanners in the 
fertile Jordan Valley are 
poised to lose most of their 
tomato produce due to a mar- 
ket glut coupled with limited 
export outlets, agricultural 
sources said here Saturday. 

“Potential losses are ex- 
pected to reach JD 13 million 
XS20.5) largely due to the de- 
cline of tomato prices below 
production cost.” former Agri- 
cultural Minister Mohammad 
Alawneh said Saturday. 

Mr. Alawneh said nearly 277 
thousand tonnes of the ex- 
pected 400 thousand tonnes 
harvest are “doomed" because 
of limited consumption outlets. 

Out of the 400 thousand 
tonnes, 48 thousand null go to 
the local market — at a daily 
rate of 700 tonnes — whereas 
45 thousand are to be sent to 
Gulf states and Lebanese mar- 
kets. 

“Farmers will find it more 
feasable to destroy their re- 
spective produce rather than 
sell it at below-the-production- 
cost price,” Mr. Alawneh told 
the Jordan Times. 

The tomato production cost 
is low, estimated at 41 fils per 
kilo, one factor that lured far- 
mers into growing tomatoes. 


Investment in what farmers 
call “red gold” is no longer 
lucrative. 

To absorb the excess supply, 
Mr. Alawneh called on the 
government to run the two 
existing tomato-paste plants at 
foil daily capacity. He added 
that three more plants should 
be built in the countryside to 
avoid losing more than 50 per 
cent of the produce. 

Mr. Alawneh also called on 
an immediate one-year halt to 
the imports of tomato paste as 
well as launching a campaign 
to get Jordanians to eat more 
fresh tomatoes. 

Rakan Fa'our, head of the 
Jordan Valley Farmers Federa- 
tion, said the federation's 
6.000 members were seeking a 
government Intervention to 
support their products, which 
reached record-low prices of 
several fils per kilogramme. 
The price was a record-high 
JD 1 before the cun-ent supply 
and demand fluctuations. 

Mr. Fa'our attributed the 
excess supply to the fact that 
produce from three regions in 
the valley simultaneously hit 
tire market, unlike previous 
seasons when the yield of each 
of the three regions grew 
separately. 

The unexpected influx titled 


supply and demand. In the first 
quarter of the season, tomato 
produce had been in short 
supply, raising prices to JD 1.5 
per kilogramme. 

However, tomato produc- 
tion increased with the unex- 
pected snow blazes and heavy 
rains that hit Jordan in the first 
three months of this year. 

The heavy rainfall, accord- 
ing to Mr. Fa’our desalinated a 
semi-worn soil and decreased 
the activity of the white fly. a 
pest -which has killed crops in 
previous seasons. 

Mr. Alawneh estimates that, 
following the heavy rainfall. 
Jordan's tomato yield in- 
creased from two to 10 tonnes 
per dunum. 

Alarmed by farmers' pro- 
tests in the valley, the govern- 
ment opened the existing two 
paste plants but that step fell 
short of farmers' demand. 
They want the government to 
'buy their produce for the 
plants at JD 70 per tonne 
rather than JD 60 to reduce 
losses. 

Seeking to end the “tomato 
crisis” Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker has ordered 
the formation of an eight - 
member ministerial committee 
to seek ways of resolving the 
problem. 


Measures ease the way for 
passports and registrations 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Civil 
Registration and Passport De- 
partment has initiated several 
measures to quicken procedures 
and ease pressure on its em- 
ployees. The department’s moves 
are in line with the Prime Minis- 
ter’s circular No. 4 of 1992, stres- 
sing the importance of streamlin- 
ing the administration. 

Under the new criteria, a 
citizen can obtain or renew a new 
passport and a family registration 
book on the same day. Citizens 
can also renew their passports 
through the central post office, 
but in three days instead of one. 


To achieve this, the depart- 
ment has increased its staff and 
extended its office hours until all 
transactions are completed, 
according to Nasouh Muhieddin, 
the department's general. 

The hours have been extended 
from 12.30 to 14.0 so citizens can 
pay fees and get their passports or 
family registration books by the 
end of the working day. 

Muhieddin added that the de- 
partment also combined the 
offices of the Amman Passport 
Department and the accounting 
and issuence offices to speed 
procedures. 


Another measure to speed 
work was initiated last march and 
provides every citizen with his 
own national number to be 
affixed on any document issued 
by the department. This number, 
to be kept in a computer, will 
avoid confusion caused by the 
repetition or similarity of names 
appearing on the registry. 

The department also formed a 
three-member inspection team to 
supervise the progress and per- 
formance of the various offices 
throughout the Kingdom, accord- 
ing to Muhieddin. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King cables Philippines, Russia Prince conveys condolences 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Prince 
has sent a cable to Philippine President Corazon Mohammad, the personal representative of His 
Aquino, congratulating her in his own name and Majesty King Hussein. Sunday delegated the 
on behalf of Jordan’s people and government on director of Zarqa Police Department to convey 
her country’s independence day. The King his condolences to Al Dawoud family over the 
wished President Aquino continued good health death of the late Abdul Razzaq Al Dawoud. 
and happiness and the people of the Philippines 

further progress and pirapenty. The King also UNRWA Schools begin holiday 
sent a cable to Russian President Boris Yeltsin, 0 J 

congratulating him on his country’s national day AMMAN (J.T.) — Over 140,000 refugee chil- 
and wished him continued good health and dren attending UNRWA schools bemn their 

bappmess and the Russian people further prog- summer holiday June 8. The 197 schools will 
rcss and prosperity. " remain open so that children may participate in 

summer dubs during the holiday period. Activi- 
ties will include scouting, computer training and 
sports. According to Attiyeh Mahmoud, Jordan 
Field Education Officer, the number of pupils 
attending UNRWA schools will increase by 
about 15.000 when schools restart in August 
because of the introduction of the 10th grade into 
the agency's educational curriculum in Jordan 


Pilgrims return to Jordan 

AMMAN (Petra). — Palestinian pilgrims will 
return to Jordan during the period of June 15-18 
after performing this year’s pilgrimage to Mecca, 
according to Public Security Department sources. 
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Laws and legality 


AS PA RLIA MENT is about to reconvene in an 
extraordinary session to deliberate over several draft 
laws on top of which are the all too important bills on 
the formation of political parties and freedom of the 
press, it would be prudent to check whether the drafts 
being submitted to the House for debate and approval 
are in harmony with not only the Constitution but also 
with the international conventions that Jordan had 
ratified. It would be much easier and simpler to 
undertake such task now than to wait till the bills have 
become laws. 

The Law Committee of the Lower House should be 
well aware of the provisions of the various conventions 
that Jordan is obligated to honour, and its members 
should crossndieck them with the provisions of the 
draft laws that are on the agenda of Parliament. On 
top of the list of the United Nations instruments that 
our parliamentarians ought to busy themselves with 
reading and understanding are of course the Interna- 
tional Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights (ICESCR) and the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). These two cove- 
nants are the umbrella bodies of U.N. laws that govern 
practically all aspects of domestic and international 
practices. There are of course other auxiliary conven- 
tions that amplify even farther some of the features of 
these two covenants; they therefore also call for dose 
scrutiny. The conventions on the right of the child and 
the one against torture and other cruel and inhuman, 
treatment are samples of such more elaborate interna- 
tional Instruments that Jordanian legislators need to 
be cognizant of with a view to introducing their 
guidelines into the new laws that are being contem- 
plated. Such an early effort would save tile-govern- 
ment much embarrassment at a later stage when It is 
asked by the various treaty bodies formed to monitor 
their application and observance to account for aiiy 
discrepancies that may exist between Jordanian laws 
and the International standards set by these basic 
international human rights treaties. It will be remem- 
bered that Jordan submits periodic reports to many 
U.N. fora on its strict observance and respect for the 
conventions that it had signed and ratified. True that 
the government has yet to take these periodic reviews 
seriously enough, but this is no excuse for not doing so 
in the future, especially now when the country is 
blessed with an operational democracy and parliamen- 
tary political life. After all, Jordan always prides itself 
as among the vanguard of developing countries that 
adhere to high standards in dealing; with human beings 
and is indeed on the threshold of joining the clnb of 
developed countries on such topics as human rights 
and public freedoms. There is in fact no better time 
and place to begin this new Jordanian effort than at 
the upcoming extraordinary session of Parliament, 
particularly since the proposed legislation that awaits 
adoption is very important and sensitive as well as 
crucial to the success of our democratisation process. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


FOR JORDAN, Eid A! Adba is a reminder of the holy places in 
Arab Jerusalem and a duty to restore the Dome of the Rock and 
other shrines, said A1 Ra’i Arabic daily. With the feast of 
sacrifice, the Jordanian citizens remember the need to offer more 
efforts and more sacrifice towards upholding the principles of the 
Great Arab Revolt and to protect the holy shrines, the paper 
added. At the same time, while the Jordanian citizens continue to 
enjoy the atmosphere of democracy, which is either shunned or 
feared by other Arabs, they should not lose faith but should 
rather pursue efforts towards building up a new reality and a new 
future for the coming generations, said the paper. 1416 feast for 
Jordanians is a renewal of determination to rid themselves of the 
negative aspects that have been marring Arab character for so 
long and they consider the holy occasion as a call by A1 Aqsa 
Mosqne to rally to its restoration and to work diligently to liberate 
the holy land, added the paper. Eid A1 Adha has found the 
Jordanian people more determined to exert additional efforts and 
more firm in their position vis-a-vis the challenges posed to the 
nation the paper pointed out. It said that on the occasion of the 
holy feast, Jordanians tend to forget the hostile propaganda 
campaigns launched against them by the other Arabs and they 
only remember King Hussein’s words that the Arab nation is now 
at the threshold of a real revolution that can pave the way for a 
brighter future. 


A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily focuses attention on the 
low-ievei services at Um Nowara housing estate, which is located 
in A1 Naser district, within the Greater Amman Region, Tareq 
Momani drew the concerned authorities’ attention to the need to 
provide transport facilities for the 600 families living on this estate 
built by the Housing Corporation. The writer said that bread- 
winners of this low-income group find it impossible to make it to 
work and back daily due to the lack of regular transport facilities, 
on the one hand, and because taxi drivers refuse to travel to what 
they believe to be an outlying region, on the other. The writer 
urged the Amman Municipality and the Ministry of Transport to 
join forces in providing means of regular transport for these 
people. He also called attention to the need for the Telecom- 
munications Corporation to install telephone lines to make life 
easier for the 600 families. He said that being an estate built by a 
government agency, all the vital services should be made 
available. The writer said that the concerned government 
authorities should find a way to alleviate the daily ordeal of tire 
600 families of Um Nowara. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Wateed Sadi 


From gossip to real change 


THERE is much talk these days about- an imminent Cabinet 
reshuffle and the reappearance of familiar prominent faces at the 
palace level. Whether these projected changes are true or not, the 
fact that Jordanians keep talking about them suggests that there is 
some popular hunger for political gossip to fill the vacuum in the 
domestic political scene. People appear to be split over whether 
the country needs new faces or old proven personalities to 
encounter the events of the future. On the internal level, the 
Kingdom is bracing itself for new elections next year tbat may 
shape the future of the country for many yean to come. On the 
regional and international levels, the Kingdom is preparing itself 
for the next rounds of bilateral and multilateral peace negotia- 
tions which also may shape the future of the country for 
generations to come. Yet what criteria our policy makers apply in 
affecting such changes to deal with the profound domestic and 
foreign issues awaiting the country is something that still baffles 
many Jordanians. 

There appears to be a familiar pattern in realising the periodic 
changes in government bordering on becoming conventional. The 
question is whether time has arrived for a gradual break from the 
time-honoured traditions in such matters that transcend the 
appointment of a few select parliamentarians in the Cabinet. If 
the office of His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan can serve 
as a model for all the key centres of power in government, then 
indeed the government would be on the threshold of fundamental 
changes that go to the heart of the matter. One cannot but be 
impressed with the way Prince -Hassan operates and conducts his 


office. It is a truly contemporary way to conducting high public 
office that is reminiscent of the advanced technological manner 
applied in the developed countries. Not only is the office of the 
Crown Prince well staffed with “experts” in almost every subject 
that could occur to one's mind, it is also predicated on the 
assumption that there is some sort of kitchen cabinet that meets 
periodically, if not daily, to go over the various issues that are 
high on the agenda of the Kingdom. 


communication. But to rest the case of management cm such 
grounds alone wonkl also be fatally lacking and tragically 
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defiqffifl* That « why everything seems to changefor the better in 
Jordan except the manning of public' office 


where there is a 
growing consensus tbat it has deteriorated to new low levels, 
never experienced before m the Kingdom. 


Among tiie impressive features of the office of the Grown 
Prince is the con tinned presence of eminent Jordanian women 
among his staff. The women in Jordan can never test assured of 
their equality until and unless they see more affirmative action 
that aims to recruit more and more qualified women in various 
sectors of government. Why there are no women Cabinet 
ministers or women ambassadors is something that will always 
cast a shadow of doubt about the country's sincerity in achieving 
true and effective equality between the sexes in the Kingdom of 
Jordan. ' 

At the heart of such concerns is the manner the government 
manage its manpower recruitment. The best way to describe it is 
that it is traditional, routixnsh and highly personalised. It seems 
that everybody wants to have people around them that make 
them comfortable and at ease. Not that qualification is not 
relevant or necessary. Far from it. It is obviously a basic sine qua 
non in modern management to have personnel that are harmo- 
nious with one another in order to enhance productivity and 


If this analysis can be documented and confirmed by a select 
committee, then there would be an urgent cal for the. appoint- 
ment of a special high level official at the prime ministers office 
which is truly objective and well-versed in modern management 
and the recruitment of qualified personnel with a view to assisting 
the prime minis ter in his choice of personnel. There is no way that 
Ionian can really transform to a modern state as long as its ways 
of reenritmeat of people to man ’ the various governmental 
machineries are so archaic, temperamental and grossly personal- 
ised. 


Perhaps the impending new changes in government, whether at 
the Cabinet level or at lower levels of the executive branch of 
gover nm ent, would truly usher in the spirit of new Jordan that His 
Majesty King Hussein has talked about in his- address to the 
nation more than a week ago. That Royal speech was full of 
challenges new ideas tbat deserve more t han transient band 
dapping. The words of the King need a real follow up to abort all 
attempts to reduce it to mere rhetoric. The prime minister’s office 
is the best place to translate the Monarch's historic progressive 
concepts into realities. 
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Peace talks have taken the Arab cause ‘precious little’ 




steps forward, helped change old American perceptions 


By Afi H. Ah nnmmh 


Before too long the world will 
mark the first anniversary of the 
current Middle East peace talks 
that begun in Madrid. No doubt 
many people will look back at the 
manyrounds of talks which have 
been held and conclude that pre- 
cious Htde has been gained. 

There is an understandable 
frustration with Israeli intransi- 
gence and consistent refusal to 
yield even the tiniest concession 
in response to Arab and Palesti- 
nian initiatives. 

Palestinians living under Israeli 
occupation have found that the 
peace process has not provided 
any material relief to the 
hardships and deprivations they 
are suffering. Their loved ones 
still languish in Israeli prison 
camps, and the presence of Israeli 
troops in every aspect of Palesti- 
nian life is a powerful reminder 
that the cherished dream of self- 
determination is still a long way 
off. 

Even the staunchest supporters 
of the peace talks might be temp- 
ted to throw in the towel and 
conclude that the Madrid process 
has led to a dead end. If anyone is 


expecting early concessions from 
Israel, on die fundamental ques- 
tion of land, then indeed they are 
waiting in vain. 

So does this mean that the 
current peace process should be 
abandoned? 

Aside from the disappointing 
aspects, we must not forget that 
the peace process has yielded 
substantial gains on several vital 
fronts.. To anyone who has spent 
the past year observing attitudes 
in America, these gains are un- 
mistakable. 

First of all, the dignity and 
justness of the Arab and Palesti- 
nian cause are not omvensafly 
assumed in America, as they are 
by us. The Arabs as a whole have 
failed in the past to persuasively 
press their case amongst world 
opinion. 

The good faith with which the 
Palestinians have come to negoti- 
ate with Israel, and the dignity 
and conviction with which they 
have presented their demands 
have reawakened (or perhaps-just 
awakened) American public 
opinion to the justness of the 
Palestinian cause. 

A new and eloquent generation 
of Palestinians has struck a chord 


with ordinary Americans and 
made many of them understand 
the true nature of the Palestinian 
cause. It is a struggle for the same 
rights that all Americans enjoy 
under the U.S. constitution. That 
is something that has never been 
explained to the American peo- 
ple, who always viewed Palesti- 
nian demands in a negative way, 
in years past. 

Second, many of Israel’s 
strongest supporters in the U.S. 
Congress and media always told 
their people that it was the 
.Palestinians who did not want to 
talk to Israel, who did not want to 
make jpeace. Now, however, 
Israeli intransigence has exposed 
that as a shabby deception. It is 
the Israelis who refuse to get 
serious about the negotiations. 
The fine words to the contrary, of 
the well-groomed Israeli 
spokespersons, such as Benjamin 
Netanyahu, sound meaningless 
when pictures of new Israeli set- 
tlements in the West Bank appear 
on television screens and the list 
of Palestinian casualties con- 
tinues to grow. The American 
people can now see who is really 
setting up die road-blocks to 
peace. 


So why should we care bow 
opinion is chang in g in America if 
it offers no relief and no hope to 
Palestinians? 

There is one important reason: 
Money. 

It has always been the greatest 
grievance of the Arabs that the 
U.S. unfairly supports Israel, not 
only with words, but with bfltions 
of dollars in military and econo- 
mic aid tbat pays for Israel’s army 
of occupation. And because tins 
money has always been uncon- 
ditional, Israel has been able to 
oppress and destroy without ever 
feeung the consequences of its 
action. 

The changing perceptions of 
tiie American people regarding 
the Palestinians and the Israelis, 
brought about by the current 
peace process, have made an 
important contribution to cor- 
recting tins Arab grievance. For 
tiie first time ordinary Americans 
are questionning the wisdom of 
pouring billions of dollars into 
Israel -when ar ge nt problems such 
as homelessness, poverty, illitera- 
cy, lack of basic bealth-care - — all 
problems associated with the 
Third World — are becoming 
ever worse in die United States. 


Last March Israel suffered an 
unprecedented, setback when 
President George Bush finally 
refused Israel’s request for $10 
billion in loan guarantees. The 
U.S. administration attached 
conditions to the guarantees, for 
tiie first time ever. Israel, at last, 
is becoming accountable for its 
policies . 

In February, I attended tire 
hearings of the U.S. Congress' 
House Foreign Appropriations 
Subcommittee on the loan 
guarantees. Although many of 
the congressmen were staunch 
pro-Israel supporters, many 
others had began to ask questions 
about aid to tael that they 
would have not dared raise even 
twelve months ago. 

. X had a chance to talk to the 
Chairman of tire Committee, 
U.S. Representative David Obey 
(Democrat of Minnesota), and it 
was apparent lhat his critical 
questioning of the loan guaran^ 
tees was encouraged by the 
changing mood' of the American 
people. Americans have been 
told for decades that meeting 
Israel’s every demand is a matter 
of life and death. The episode of 
the lour guarantees demons- 


trated that Israel's request can be 
refused and the sky does not fall 
down. 

We must not underestimate the 
importance of these factors when 
we evaluate the peace talks. Only 
when Israel feels itself under 
sufficient economic pressure, as a 
result of losing support through 
intransigence, will it feel forced 
to negotiate realistically and 
make fair compromises in re- 
sponse to just Arab and Palesti- 
nian demands. 

The people who fetid tiie key 
are the ordinary American tax- 
payers who have for so long be£V 
misled. We have to show them 
that sending billions of dollars to 
Israel is bad for America, winch 
after the riots in Los Angeles 
needs every penny, and bad for 
the long-term stability of the Mid- 
dle East. 

So far the peace process has 
been our most effective way of 
.appealing to them directly and 
^proving that -ft is us, not Israel, 
"who are ready for peace. 




Vi 


- The writer is president of Arab 
Society of Princeton University . 
He contributed the above article 
to the Jordan Times. 
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Nordic women lead fight 
against European union 


By Tony Austin 
Reuter 


STOCKHOLM — Nordic 
women are in the front lines in 
the war against closer European 
union, afraid that the welfare 
state and their own hard-won 
rights will suffer in a male-domin- 
ated structure. 

In Denmark, Finland, Norway 
and Sweden, women are for more 
sceptical than men about closer 
integration in the European 
Community, which they see as 
threatening their high level of 
employment and sexual equality. 

"Women fear a welfare back- 
lash if we go into Europe," said 
Tore Bradal, associate director of 
Norway’s MMI Research Insti- 
tute. "Rightly or wrongly, they 
think we would have to adjust to 
the community's (lower) stan- 
dards of social rights." 

Sweden and Finland have have 
already applied to join Denmark 
and the other 11 members of the 
EC. Norway is expected to do so 
in November. 

Sweden, Finland and Norway 
are members of the European 
Free Trade Association, which 
signed a treaty with the EC in 
May to merge from next January 
into the world's biggest single 
market. 



The newspaper did not break- 
down the poll results by sex, but 
said it found more opposition to 
European union among Swedish 
women than men. 


"Exactly as in Denmark, it is 
particularly women, both young 
and old, who are sceptical about 
European union," the paper said. 
“In part they suspect the Euro- 
pean continent and Britain are 
less advanced on (women's) 
equality. ” . 


Marita Ulvskog, a Swedish So- 
cial Democrat who opposes her 
party's and the present govern- 
ment’s policy to join the EC, 
said: “Women are more active 
because we have more to lose." 

Newspapers in Denmark, 
•which joined the EC in 1973, 
estimate that as many as 60 per 
cent of eligible women voted 
“no” in the June 2 referendum to 
-ratify the Maastricht Treaty. 

The overall result was 50.7 per 
cent against. 


Women were also worried ab- 
out the distant prospect of 
Sweden joining a nuclear-armed 
Europe an.power, Expressen said. 

In Finland, Hilkka Pietila, a 
leader of Finland's non-party 
alternative to EC/EU, said she 
believed women made up a 
majority of the growing number 
of Finns who were doubtful about 


The treaty on political and 
monetary union would forge a 
common foreign policy, intro- 
duce a single currency and streng- 
then central EC institutions at the 
expense of those in individual 
countries. 


A poll conducted by the Stock- 
holm afternoon newspaper Ex- 
pression after the Danish vote, 
showed that 16.710 of its readers 
opposed European Union, with' 
only 5,408 in favour. 


the EC and European union. 

“We are against the EC/EU as 
we see it as patriarchal and un- 
democratic. It would take away 
rights that nortfic women have 
won in past decades, like the 
nearly 70 per cent of seats women 
have in tiie Finnish parliament, 
and give them to a male-domin- 
ated hierarchy,” she said. 

In Norway, the percentage of 
women opposed to the European 
Community bas increased over 
the past 20 years, Mr. Bredal of 
the MMI said. 

As in Sweden, women in Nor- 
way occupy two out of three 
public sector jobs and fear they 
would be the first to go if the 
male-dominated bureaucracy in 
Brussels took over. 

Martin Saeter, a researcher at 
Che Norwegian Institute of Inter- 
national affaire, said the interna- 
tional economic efimate* not the 


EC, threatened jobs. But the 
anti-EC lobby was deliberately 
playing on women's insecurity 
over 1 this. 

Mr. Bredal said: “There are 
myths and realities in all tins. In 
Norway foe debate is highly emo- 
tional. But women do stand for 
the softer, inner-oriented values 
of society rather than macho capi- 
talism.” 

Scandinavian women combine 
family life and paid employment, 
relying on a smooth-functioning 
public sector to look after chil- 
dren, the elderly and sick while 
they go out to work. 

In Sweden, 90 per cent of 
women of child-bearing age go 
out to work, but the birth statis- 
tics of 2.15 children per woman 
are the fourth highest in Europe 
after Cyprus, Iceland and Ire- 
land. 

Paid maternity leave of 15 
months per- child, which can be 
divided between the parents, and 
widespread child-care facilities 
are reinforced by generous en- 
titlement to tupe off for sickness 
of child or parent. 

“The unique thing about 
Sweden is that so many women 
keep a foot in the Labour market 
even though they are away from 
it so much,” statistician Britta 
Hoem told the duly Dagensr 
Nyheter. 

Until last week, Finland and' 
Sweden bad seen Denmark as a 
positive example of how they 
would fare when they joined the 
EC. Norway, still to apply for 
membership, held the same view 
but the referendum upset calcula- 
tions in all three countries, 

“We feel tbat for the first time, 
we have tiie wind blowing in our 
favour,” said Mr. Ulvskog, 


Detritus of empire — ‘ancient 


vendettas exacerbated by poverty’ 


Following is the editorial tbat 
appeared in the last issue of the 
London-based Middle East Inter- 
national. 


The name Beirut has become a 
convenient shorthand for urban 
destruction. Some correspon- 
dents in Sarajevo, trying to give 
■an impression of the chaos 
around them, described as being 
'“Kite Beirut;" so, for that matter, 
did some of those who contem- 
plated the streets of Los Angeles 
in the last days of April. They 
were not of course referring to 
the rioting in Beirut on 6 May 
which led to the resignation of the 
Karami government, even though 
the cost of the damage there, and 
in Tripoli and Tyre, was esti- 
mated at 525m. The Beirut they 
had in mind was the- city which 
became a battleground when civil 
war broke out in 1975 and, even 
more, the shatterd city they had 
seen on their television screens 
after it had become the target of 
Israel's invasion m June 1982, 
battered with the most modern 
weapons by land, sea and air. * 

In the past year many inhabi- 
tants of Beirut who fled their 
homes have returned. In spite of 
tiie thousands of lives lost and all 
tiie property destroyed, survivors 
are rebuilding Beirut just as Mos-. 
cow was rebuilt after 1812 and 
Berlin after 1945, and as tiie' 
effort is being made -now to re- 
build Kuwait and Baghdad. Pre- 
sumably Sarajevo will eventually 
revive — but when and at what 
cost? 

Beirut is not the only part of 
tiie Middle East to cast its shadow 
.over Europe. As tiie U.N. and 
the European Community search 
desperately for some way to stop 
the fighting in what used to be 
Yugoslavia they look for prece- 
dents — the peacekeeping forces 
sent to parts of tiie Middle East 
over tiie past 30 or 40 years, some* 
of them stfll there, ana the multi- 
national force which made up' 
Operations Desert Shield and 
Desert Storm. “The Gulf war is 
not a perfect model for military 
action in the Balkans,” as a col- 
oronist in the London Times 
wrote recently, but he argued 
that military action might be the 


only way to stop the Serbs' en- 
croachments. The financial cost 
and fee risk of escalation would 
be much smaller than in the Gulf. 
And, just as everyone was asking 
in the dosing months of 1990, are 
political and economic sanctions 
against Serbia going to be 
enough? 


“The idea of a un- 
ited kingdom of 
three Slav peoples, 
Serbs, Croats and 
Slovenes, echoed 
the pan-Slav move- 
ment which was 
one of the many 
nationalism 
spawned in the 
19th century by a 
confused reading 
of history. 


Yugoslavia is, or we now have 
to say was — like the present 
pattern of the Middle East — a 
legacy of the post-1918 peace 
treaties. It too represents the 
detritus of empire, in its case 
Hapsburg as well as Ottoman. 
There was an element of idealism 
as well as more sordid motives at 


The idea of a united kingdom (as 
it originally was) of three Slav 
peoples, Serbs, Croats and 
Slovenes, echoed the pan-Slav 
movement _ which was one of the 
many nationalisms spawned in 
the 19th century by a confused 
reading of history. It found a 
wide and responsive audience, 
particularly in Russia — bidden- 
’tally luring Vronsky bade to the 


army and from the arms of Anna 
Karenina. 

But pan-Slavism bas proved as 
difficult to sustain in practice as 
pau-Arabism. And now, as if a 
world still trying to a adjust to the 
collapse of Ottoman, Hapsburg, 
-British and French empires was 
not enough, it has to face the 
superimposed collapse of the 
Russian empire. Who can say 
whether the last Russian imperial' 
fling into Afghanistan will in the 
long run have caused more 
casualties than the continuing 
struggle between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan or the simmering dis- 
putes between many of the otfer 
components of the former Union 
of Socialist Soviet Republics? 

Not all the current violence can 
be blamed on badly drawn fron- 
tiers by past peace makers. In the 
Middle East the two countries 
which have preserved the same 
names and more or less the same 
shapes for several thousand years 
— Egypt and Persia (as it always 
was on til Reza Shah insisted on 
fran) have been far from trouble 
free. True, most of the blood- 
letting in Iran came from a war 
forced on it by the next door Iraqi 
tyrant, but the regime of the 
mullahs, though now relaxing 
somewhat, has cost the lives of 
“ Kni sands of men and women 
whose only crime was real or 
suspected hostility to re ligio ns 
dogmatrira. 

Egypt, always conscious of tire 
primacy which history, numbers 
and achievements give it in tbr* 
Arab World, is- going through* 
testing period. It aims to recover 
the full status which it- lost after 
Sadat’s separate peace treaty with 
Israel, and yet to remain a beacon 

moderation in the sunwmding 
prejudice, as well as a bridge to 
Europe and America. It is this 
background which makes the out- 
break of sectarian kflKng s be- 
tween Muslims and Christians so 
worrying — ancient vendettas 
now exacerbated by poverty and 
tetefoptoyment. TWs comes as a 
JJ® urocfeeiy at a time when a 
elected to the acclaim of ^ 
“fiypuans to the highest interns* 
houal office, is trying to resolve 






nan slaughter in Europe. 
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Diester or ecological ‘diesel oil’ 


By Jean Chabrier 

Diester is a new kind of petrol 
developed by the cereal industry 
research laboratories and the In- 
stitiit Francais dn Pdtrole (IFF). 
It is ecological and far less pollut- 
ing than petrol ofl used by a diesel 
engine and will help to take bet- 
ter care of the planet’s environ- 
ment as well as saving cm re- 
sources in fossil fuels. 

The strength and reliability of 
diesel engines go Without saying. 
Tbdr fuel only requires relatively 
simplified refining and so it is 
cheaper. Compared with petrol 
. engines, diesel engines use 30 per 
emit less energy and give off a 
much smaller amount of carbon 
dioxide and exhaust fumes. They 
do, however, produce soot. 

Research has, for a long time, 
been carded out to see if tins 
obliging engine: could run on oil 
coming from plants, but the re- 
sults of various experiments were 
rarely encouraging and, above 
all, the cost price was exorbitant. 
The oil shocks and the ever grow- 
ing needs in sources of energy 

gave a new boost to research and 
the objective has now been met 
with “diester.” . 

“This product is the fruit of frm 
years of work using oil-producing 
cereals, particularly rape," says 
J.C. Sabin, the chairman of Orri- 
dol (the ^Interprofessional Office 
of Oil-producing Plants). Diester 
is a yellowish product obtained by 
reaction between an alcohol and 
a plant oil using the classical 
reaction of esterification; a tonne 
of oil put together with 100 kilos 
of methanol-type alcohol, pro- 
duces a tonne of ester and 100 k{£ 
of glycerine. 

Compared with previous 
attempts at burning -plant oils, 
diester is chemically different. 
White the chain of fatty adds in 
oil-producing plants immediately 
dirties the injectors by producing ■ 
deposits of carbon, the addition 
of alcohol turns the oil into ester. 

Its physical properties are very 
dose to those of diesel o3 with d 
demgty of 0.88, a viscosity' of 


7-52, a cetane index of 48.7 and 
an inflammation index of 49/50. 

CcmaderaWe advantage 

On a practical level, over 18 
months, about 50 vehicles of va- 
rious kinds have done a million 
kilometres either r unnin g on pure 
Chester, or diester combined with 
20 per cent to 50 per cent diesel 
ofl. IFP*s tests have shown no 
significant difference either in n$e 
or in wear and tear. 

However, enormous advan- 
tages have been noted. Owing to 


the carbon dioxide gas in the air 
to make ofl. By burning diester in 
its engine, a car only releases the 
same carbon dioxide gas pro- 
duced by the plant, and this, at 
the same time, suppresses any 
incidence on the so-called 
“green-house effect,” threaten- 
ing the balance of our planet 
which is seriously compromised 
by the 5 billion tonnes of carbon 
dioxide gas produced every year. 
The last point is that this car fuel 
releases 50 per cent fewer parti- 
cles of various kinds than tradi- 
tional diesel ofl. 


In the medium term, there are 
plans for a production unit of 1 
million tonnes of ecological ener- 
gy, which is, indeed, only a small 
amount compared with the 60 
million tonnes of crude oil con-* 
sumed a year. 

It would, however, be a start 
which, together with the other 
source erf ecological energy, bio- 
ethanol, would contribute to re- 
ducing atmospheric pollution. 

This beginning could rapidly 
develop. The European Cominis- 
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Thanks to diestet — the ‘green gas* — the diesel -n gt™. fang 


a bright future (Photo Roy Explorer) 


its plant origin, diester contains 
oxygen which improves combus- 
tion and thereby reduces the soot 
released into the atmosphere, by 
half. 

Oil-producing plants also use 


New Malaysian 

investment rules 
anger foreigners 


By Ho Kay Tat 

1 Reuter 

KUALA LUMPUR — Proposed 
new investment rales to gjvr 
ethnic Malays a larger share of* 
the economy have come under 
fire for being intrusive and giving 
sweeping powers to a government 
regulatory body. 

“It looks like taking about 10 
' steps backwards,” said an indus- 
try source who has seen the draft 
guidelines. 

“If the guidelines are seen, 
foreign investments in Malaysia 
will come to a halt,” said a 
foreign' businessman. 

Copies of the confidential 
guidelines drawn up by the fore- 
ign investment committee (FIC) 
have been circulated to several 
trade and professional bodies, 
industry sources said. 

Gronps such as the Federation 
of Malaysian Manufacturers, the 
Malaysian International ' Cham- 
ber of Commerce and Industry 
and the Federation of Public 
Listed Companies have conveyed 
their concern to the government, 
sources said. 

Minister of International Trade 
and Industry Rafidah Aziz has 
said the guidelines were only a 
draft and changes could be made 
based on feedback by the private 
sector. 

The FIC was formed in 1974 to 
implement the 1971-1990 new 
ecoaouuc policy which sought to 
give Bumipotras', mostly ethnic 
Malays, a 30 per cent stake in the 
Qnnese-doiniriated economy fol- 
lowing bloody Malay-Chinese 
riots in 1969. 

Bunnputras’ stake in the eco- 
nomy at end-1990 was 19 per 
cent, still below the 30 per cent 
target Bmmputras comprise ab- 
out half of Malaysia’s population 
of 18 mfllkffi. 

Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mo hamm a d La& year unveiled the 
1991-2000 IS ational Development 


Policy (NDP) to replace the pre- 
vious policy. Foreign investors 
welcomed it as more liberal. 

The NDP said that while die 30 
per cent target remained, no time 
would be set for achieving it. 

Mahathir had also said: “As 
there has already been substantial 
progress under the NEP in 
achieving the objectives of eradi- 
_ eating poverty and restructuring 
society, there will be less need for 
government intervention.” 

Of the new investment rules, 
the foreign businessman said: 
“We think the whole document 
should be scrapped... the whole 
draft is at variance with the 
NDP.” 

Analysts found it ironic that 
while Mr. Mahathir had promised 
a more hands-off government 
policy, the FIC was proposing to 
extend its powers to overseeing 
ownership of gold courses. 

“The guidelines are certainly 
more intrusive than under the 
NEP,” said a banker. “It has’ 
created a lot of uncertainty.” 

A major concern is a rule 
giving tbe FIC power to ask 
public and private firms to res- 
tructure by selling a 30 per cent 
share to Bumiputras, even if they 
do not undertake transactions 
which require FIC consent. 

Affected are firms “which have 
achieved tremendous growth" 
and also properly developers and 
oil palm mills. Previously, the 
. FIC only intervened in the case of 
firms seeking to buy or sell shares 
or assets involving foreigners. 

Businessmen are confident the 
guidelines will be revised. “I 
think the government will make 
some changes.” said an official. 

Malaysia’s economy bas 
boomed since 1988 on the back of 
foreign investments which surged 
after the government eased res- 
trictions and introduced incen- 
tives to boost m an uf acturing and 
help the country oat of the 1985- 
86 recession. 


In the present state of affairs, 
tiie cost price in the pilot plant of 
Robbe, near Compfegne, is less 
than 3 dollars a litre, whereas that 
of diesel oil (taking fluctuations- 
in tire rate into consideration) is 
approximately 2 dollars a litre, 

excluding taxation. It is thus a 
government problem as the price 
of diester, just like with any 
manufactured product, indudes a 
whole -series -of- taxes of various , 
kinds. . However, measures hne' 
'now been-taken and, from 1992; 
all taxes have bead ’ removed-on 
this product. *>• •r**' 

Diester has been the subject of 
such a lot of interest than plans 
have already been made to build 
an industrial production unit for 
25,000 tonnes a year, also near 
Compfegne. This diester is in- 
tended for certain large towns 
(Rouen, Clermont Ferrand, etc.) 
and for public transport in tbe 
Paris area which is, at present, 
undergoing a trial ran. 


sion in Brussels recently took 
note of tbe facts and took up the 
cause of bio-fuel (ethanol and 
diester) and proposed that all tbe 
member states cut down taxes by 
90 per cent. Indeed, the commis- 
sion recalls that it was in this way 
that it managed to impose un- 
leaded petrol in 1987. It 
apparently hopes to repeat its 
success with agricultural, non- 
polluting hopes to repeat its suc- 
cess with agricultural, non- 
polluting car fuel, particularly 
'diester. For that, ft has 'two good 
reasons: today the cons um ption 
of diesel oil is higher than that of 
petrol, and secondly, there are 4 
million hectares of farmland 
which are bring left fallow to 
meet the demands of the Com- 
mon Agricultural Policy aimed at 
hunting agricultural overproduc- 
tion and this could be used for 
growing rape from which diester 
is made as there is nothing' to 
prevent its use for crops having 
an industrial purpose — L’Ac- 
tnalite En France. 



66 Official documents and 

computer diskettes are taken by 

DHL to the banks who are our 
customers around the world. 
An air express service provides 
security and safety. We choose 
DHL because it is fast and 
efficient. It enables us to create 
strong communications and good 
relations with our customers by 
means of a daily dialogue." 


Kazem Alawi 
General Services Manager 
Citibank, Bahrain 


Managers take their business seriously. 
They know the big difference that using 
DHL's air express services can make - a 
difference that can add up to millions! 
That's why DHL takes its air express 
services seriously. 

Seriously enough to invest continually in 
staff development, computer tech- 
nology and service' infra?triucture. 


DHL has the most extensive shipment 
tracking computer network in the 
Middle East, multi-million dollar airport 
facilities, unrivalled customs clearance 
and exclusive access to the SNAS 
fleet of aircraft. 

With the world's largest network of 
1,500 offices in 192 countries, customer 
shipments never leave DHL's control 


from collection to their final delivery. 
The results are serious advantages - 
superior speed, reliability and peace of 
mind ... that's the real difference when 
using DHL Worldwide Express. 


WDRUnVEJE EXPRESS* 


Save water... every drop counts! 


JORDAN MARKET PLA CE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKING, AJR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAINAR A SONS 

604676 604696 ^ 
P.O.BOX 7806 


I MANDAMN RESTAURANT 1 

Special Chinese Foo&s < 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

| Open tt-ja-3-JO St KtiO-llOQ dbily\ 

Taka anmgr is wnHhhte 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel ^ 

| TeL . 681922, Amman I yOfr 

faccTuted 

i Alwayi Lewd /W J 



£ CROWN 

1 INT’L EST. 

| Packing, shipping, 

■ forwarding, storage, 

f§ clearing, door-to-door 
g . service 

^Air^e^an^^n^ 

■ Tel: 664090 1 

i Fax: 690852 

^P.O.Box 926487 AmmanJ 


AQABA 

f 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 

12M - ISM & 1&30- 23-38 

. Tel: 03-31441$ 



I be Rot Spa in tee Mddk East based, on hot Sn&rons abend later 
fifaags of high arinaal Coace n tration for Bib Core of 

1 Bhunutfzu * Arthritis * Sinusitis * Digestive dtoeawat 
Or Just Ear blood escalation enhancement 

50% Discount 

1 On Room Rates 

. For Non Jordanians * Residents ’ 

Aim— i 608271/3 . 668270 , 688SIO - UwiallfrH i 08 848500 


IDEAL RESIDENCE FOR 
EAMIUES & BUSINESSMEN 



• Hotel Suites 

WE PROMISE YOU 
A PERSONAL SERVCE 
PLUS REASONABLE 
RATES 
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Germany ponders future without Voeller 


NORRKOPING, Sweden (AP) 
— World champion Germany 
sought to regroup Saturday after 
a narrow escape against the Com- 
monwealth of Independent States. 
(CIS), and the loss of top striker 
Rudi Voeller. 

Voeller broke his left arm in 
1-1 draw against the CIS team 
Friday and mil miss the rest of 
the European championship. 

‘‘It hit us, it hurts to lose Rudi 
Voeller,” German coach Berti 
Vogts said. 

“But we have to find an 
alternative. I remain optimistic,” 
said Vogts, whose proclaimed 
goal before the tournament was 
to reach at least the semifinals. 

Immediately after Friday’s 
game and Germany's last-minute 
lucky escape on a free-kick goal 
by Thomas Haessler. team offi- 
cials said Voeller would stay with 
the team. 

EURO '92 

But on Saturday, Voeller flew 
to Frankfurt to have surgery. 
Team officials said he may return 
.to Sweden if Germany advances 
.to the semifinals to offer moral 
support. 

The 32-year-old stoker has 44 
goals for Germany in 83 interna- 
tionals. The injury will sideline 
Voeller for six weeks, raising 
questions about his future. 

‘Til think about that later. I 
don’t want to say anything about 
it today," said Voeller, who was 
Germany’s captain at the cham- 
pionship. 

After five years in Italy, Voel- 
ler reportedly was on tbe verge of 
moving from Roma to French 
■ champion Otympique Marseille. 
It remains to be seen whether the 
injury will jeopardise the trans- 
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Radi Voeller 

fer. 

Voeller’s injury was the second 
major blow to hit Germany. The 
regular captain. World Cup mid- 
field star Lotbar Matthaeus, is 
recovering from knee surgery and 
was not available for the tourna- 
ment. 

"First Matthaeus, then Voeller 
— that’s as if the Netherlands bad 
to give up Ruud Gullit and Marco 
Van Basten," Vogts lamented. 

“But we must put the past 
behind us and look ahead,” he 
said. 

Germany sorely missed the ex- 
plosive midfield talent of Matth- 
aeus against a well-organised CIS 
team that cleverly exploited Ger-. 


Chicago Bulls bench 
a key to victories 


CHICAGO (AP) — Michael Jor- 
dan sprained his ankle midway 
through the second quarter. The 
Chicago Bulls scored on their 
next two possessions, once by sub 
Cliff Levingston. to maintain con- 
trol of the game. 

Jordan committed his fourth 
Foul and went to the bench late in 
the third period. Reserve Scott 
Williams made two free throws 
and Levingston tipped in a missed 
shot, thwarting a Portland rally. 

Jordan picked up his -fifth foul 
.with 8:52 to play. His backup, 
Bobby Hansen, made the Bulls' 
next basket to silence tbe Memo- 
rial Coliseum crowd. Chicago’s 
next six points were shared by 
subs B.J. Armstrong and Stacey 
King and the Bulls went on to 
beat the Trail Blazers Friday in 
game 5 of the NBA finals. 

“I wasn't tired." Jordan said 
after he scored 46 points and 
helped the Bulls take a 3-2 series 
lead. “Other guys made contribu- 
tions and that saved a lot of 
energy. The team effort we got, 
gave me more energy." 

Chicago can wrap up its second 
successive title Sunday at Chicago 
Stadium. The Bulls’ bench, sup- 
posedly inferior to Portland's, has 
been a key. 

“They have four players off the 
bench,” Blazers assistant coach 
Jack Schalow said. “At this junc- 
ture. they're deeper team than 
us.” 

Schalow’s compliment didn't 
go far enough, because the Bulls 
have gotten superb play from five 
bench players this series — Wil- 
liams, King and Levingston in the 
frontcourt — Hansen and Arm- 
strong in the backcourt. 

“They're making the plays," 
Cliff Robinson said. 

. Robinson and Ainge have been 
the only Portland backups to 


make an impact. 

“I don’t think their guys have 
outplayed us,” Robinson said. 
"They’re just getting more of a 
chance." 

Williams, especially, has been 
impressive. He’s also been one of 
tbe Bulls’ biggest surprises. Un- 
drafted after finishing his eligibil- 
ity at north Carolina in 1990, the 
6-foot-10 centre has become an 
effective backup for Bill Cart- 
wright. . . . 

Coach Phil Jackson began in- 
creasing Williams' playing time 
late in die season and hasn’t been 
afraid to use him at key times in 
the playoffs. 

“He got confidence in. me dur- 
ing the New York series, going 
out and banging those bodies and 
controlling people,” said Wil- 
liams, who had seven points, four 
rebounds and three assists in 23 
minutes Friday. 

"He’s one guy we've felt has 
been very underrated for them,” 
Schalow said. 

When Williams plays well, he- 
gives tbe Bulls the same kind of 
burst that Robinson gives Port- 
land — though Robinson only 
grudgingly praises his foe. 

“I guess he does give them a 
lift. He’s a good rebounder and 
plays hard,” said Robinson, who 
has outscored Williams 52-29 but 
has been outrebounded 29-17. 
“But don't you go comparing 
Scott Williams to me. No way. 
Don't you do it.” 

Ok, Cliff. But unless your team 
makes one of the most incredible 
comebacks in sports history, you 
might not want to compare your 
naked fingers to Williams’ 
adorned digits. 

“I’ve been here two years and 
I’m trying to get two rings,” 
Williams said. “Who could ask 
for more?” 


GOREU BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ft T ANN AH HJRSCH 
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DON’T GIVE UP THE SHIP 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
*63 
: Q6 . 

:• 8 7 4 2 

* J 9 8 5 3 

WEST EAST 

* J 10 498542 

> J 9 7 62 ^ 10 8 4 3 

v 8 5 I A 6 3 

* A 10 7 4 +Q 

SOUTH 

* A KQ 7 
v A K 

: KQJ 10 
4 K 6 2 
The bidding: 

South West North East 
3 NT Pass Pass Pass 
Opening lead: Five of? 

On some hands we might gently 
chide a declarer or a defender for 
failing to find the winning play. 
However, there is no excuse for 
adopting a tine which stands no 
chance at nil! 

South's opening was an old-fash- 
ioned, strong three no trump show- 
ing a balanced 25-27 points. The 
contract would have been easy had 
North's only queen not been wasted. 
Add a low heart to the North or 
South hand and nine tricks could 
hare been a piece of cake. 

West led a heart, perforce woo in 
the closed hand and declarer had 
only five fast cricks. In an attempt 


to set up more, declarer led the ling 
of diamonds from hand. Bast 
grabbed the ace and returned a 
heart, and declarer had to be con- 
tent with the eight tricks be had 
gone to such lengths to establish. 

Declarer’s play was the height of 
futility. It should have been obvious 
that the defenders would remove 
South's remaining heart stopper as 
soon as they gained the lead and tbe 
defenders would then have at least 
five tricks to cash before declarer 
could get a ninth. There was only 
one hope— at trick two South 
should have banged out the king of 
clubs! 

Actually, that play had two things 
going for it The most likely possi- 
bility is tKkt, with five dubs to tbe 
jack sitting in dummy, a defender 
with the ace of dubs, but not tbe 
queen as well, might duck the trick 
to prevent declarer from establish- 
ing and running the suit. If that 
happened, declarer would then re- 
vert to diamonds and could no long- 
er be slopped from scoring nine 
tricks. 

The second chance was if tbe dub 
suit was distributed as above. If 
West wins the ace, declarer can later 
take two finesses for West’s marked 
ten of dubs, bringing home the con- 
tract by taking three spade tricks, 
two hearts and /aurduba. 


many's vulnerability to fast 
counter-attacks. 

The world champion fell be- 
hind on a 63rd~mimzte penalty by 
Igor Dobrovolski and appeared 
headed for a stunning loss. 

But to their credit, the Ger- 
mans displayed their trademark 
fighting spirit and their desperate 
efforts paid off when Haessler 
scored with less than a minute to 
play. 

“I have to be satisfied with our 
performance in the second half.” 
Vogts said. “Our game was better 
then, we can build on that. But it 
was an act of God that we man- 
aged to clinch a draw.” 

Vogts appointed veteran de- 
fender Andreas Brehme as the 


new captain. Brehme scored the 
penalty goal that gave Germany a 
1-0 victory over Argentina in the 
1990 World Cup final. After the 
tournament, Brehme is set to 
leave Inter Milan for a Spanish 
team that be has refused to name. 

Brehme said Germany now 
bad to regain the respect of its 
opponents. 

“In the past, our opponents 
feared us. We have to get to that 
level again.** 

Germany, which is seeking to 
become the first World Cup hol- 
der to add the European title in 
successive tournaments, next 
plays Scotland Monday. Scotland 
lost 1-0 defending champion 
Netherlands Friday. 


LONDON (AP) — ' Shuzo Mat- 
suoka of Japan, ranked No. 81 in 
the world, stunned top-seeded 
Stefan Edberg 1-6, 7-6, (8-6), 
10-8 Saturday to reach the final of 
the Queen’s Club grass-court 
tournament. 

Matsuoka saved six match 
points — two in the tiebreaker 
and four at 5-6 in the third set — 
en route to the biggest victory of 
his unheralded six-year career. 

The 24-year-old Tokyo native 
fell onto his back and rolled on 
the grass in exhiliration after 
Edberg hit a forehand senyj$p 
return long to end tbe 3-hour, 
13-minute match. 

In the final. Matsuoka will 
meet the winner of the match 
between seventh-seeded Brad 
Gilbert of the United States and 
No. 12 Wayne Ferreira of South 
Africa. 

Matsuoka produced a powerful 
display of serve-and-volley tennis 
to beat Edberg at his own game. 

“I don't know bow I did it and I 
don’t what happened right now,” 
said Matsuoka, who served 12 
aces and 10 doable faults. 

“My coach told me not think 
about (the fact) I was playing 
Stefan Edberg. If I had thought 
that, I would have played a good 
match but I wouldn’t believe that 
I could win. He’s a big hero to me 
and everyone in Japan and de- 
spite this result he will still be a 
bigger hero than me.” 


English soccer fans 
rampage in Sweden 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY JUNE IS, 1992 

By Thomas $. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


MALMO (R) — Scores of En- 
glish soccer fans embarked on an 
orgy of destruction early Sunday 
in the first outbreak of hooligan- 
ism at the European cham- 
pionships. 

Only about 200 fans were in- 
volved in the rampage, but Swed- 
ish police were heavily outnum- 
bered and at one stage withdrew 
from Malmo’s main square where 
the trouble flared around a beer 
tent. 

Fans shouting “kill the bill 
(police)" charged down a main 
shopping street smashing win- 
dows, wrecking cars and chasing 
policemen. 

Eye-witnesses saw one police- 
man brought to tbe ground by 
about a dozen fans and beaten 
with his own truncheon. There 
were no immediate arrests and no 
apparent serious injuries. 

About 2,000 English fens are in 


Mahno to follow the England 
team in the eight-nation soccer 
finals. 

Until early Sunday police had 
landed the success of their 
“security with a smile” campaign 
to keep England’s notorious 
hooligans in line. They have laid 
on entertainment and weak beer 
has been sold from special tents. 

Tbe trouble flared just after 
midnigbt when two English fens 
dim bed on to the roof of the tent 
in the main square. 

About 20 police with riot hel- 
mets and dogs moved in to try to 
get die fens down and the crowd 
responded violently. 

About 10 mounted policemen 
with long truncheons were 
brought in but withdrew after* 
fans attacked them from all sides 
with bottles, cans, plastic tables 
and chairs, and bicycles. 


The Dutch preparing 
to reserve their place 
in the semifinals 


Matsuoka shocks Edberg 
in Queen’s Club semifinals 


Edberg held his first two match 
points at 6-4 in the second-set 
tiebreaker, but Matsuoka won 
four straight points to level the 
match. 

Both players had break point 
opportunities in the final set. At 
4-4, Matsuoka held two on 
Edberg's serve but the Swede 
lifted his game to hold. 

The match appeared to turn in 
the 12th game. With Edberg lead- 
ing 6-5. Matsuoka served three 
double, faults and survived four 
more match points and five 
deuces before holding serve to 
level at 6-6. 

“The more opportunities I bad 
to win the match the more diffi- 
cult it seemed to get,” said 
Edberg. “I had my chances and I 
blew it.” 

The match then went with 
serve until the 17th game when 
Matsuoka got the decisive break. 
After Edberg served his fifth 
double fault at deuce. Matsuoka 
ripped a backhand cross-court 
winner to go up 9-8. 

Serving for the match, Mat- 
suoka fell behind 15-40 but saved 
the two break points and went on 
to reach match point. Edberg 
saved that one with a running 
cross-court forehand pass. On tbe 
second match point, Edberg's 
foreband return sailed long. 

“We had his chance after 
breaking my serve and he took 
it," .Edberg said. 


GOTHENBURG, Sweden (R) 
— Tbe Dutch defending cham- 
pions will seal a place in tbe 
European championship semifin- 
als if they beat the injury-hit 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States (CIS) Monday. 

The Dutch lead Group Two 
after becoming tbe only team in 
the competition to win then- 
opening game. They scored an 
unconvincing 1-0 win over outrid- 
ers Scotland Friday. 

The CIS, playing their first and 
last major tournament in place of 
the former Soviet Union, proved 
political upheaval has not harmed 
the quality of their soccer when 
they came wi thin seconds of beat- 
. ing world champions Germany 
Friday. 

But the effort put into the 1-1 
draw against Germany has taken 
its toll on the CIS who have 
injury Worries over a number of 
key players. 

Coach Anatoly Byshoverts sahl 
experienced defender Oleg Kuz- 
netsov, midfielder Igor Shatunov - 
and strikers Igor Dogrovolsky ' 
and Vladimir Lyuty had all pick- ■ 
ed up knocks which could rule | 
them out of the game with the 
Dutch. 

“The chances for all four are 
very slim. It is all now in the 
hands of the doctor,” Byshovets 
said. 

He said Shalzmov and Lyuty 
■had both aggravated matters by 
playing on when injured. 

Veteran midfielder Sergei 
Aleinikov and striker Sergei 
Yuran are also battling to shake 
off injuries which ruled them out 
of the German game. 

• Tbe fitness problems have 
made it even harder for 
Byshovets to stitch together a 
team out of a squad drawn from 
dubs in several different conn- 
tries across Europe. 

The Dutch appear in much 
better shape with their main in- 
jury worry centred on tough mid- , 
fielder Jan Wouters. He came off 


against Scotland after taking a 
kick on an old ankle injury. 

Ajax Amsterdam's Wim Jonk 
is bits most likely replacement. 

Tbe tie is sure to evoke happy 
memories for the Dutch as eight of 
their probable team played in tbe side 
which beat die Soviet Union 2-0 
in Murrieta four years ago to clinch 
tbe European title. 

Tbe talented young CIS squad, 
contains only three survivors 
from that era — Kuznetsov, 
Aleinikov and Alexei MDcha- 
lichenko. The rugged Kuzentsov 
the Munich final through 
suspension but the other two 
played. 

Dutch coach Rians Michels 
hopes his highly gifted team will 
grow in confidence and give the 
tournament die injection of dass 
it sorely needs. 

They began brightly against the 
Scots but lost their way after 
felling to conv e rt a number of 
first half chances. Young striker 
Dennis Bergkamp finally got 
them out them out of trouble with 
tbe winner just 13 minutes, from 
the end: 

• “We heeded a 'win in the -first 
game for the spirit of the team," 
Michels said. 

“Ihope we can now raise our 
game back to the level we showed 
in that first half against the 
scots.” 

Probable teams: 

Netherlands — Hans van 
Breukelen, Berry van Aerie, 
Ronald Koeman, Adri van Tlg- 
gelen, Frank Rijkaard, Ruud 
Gullit, Jan Wouters (Wim Jonk),' 
Dennis Bergkamp, Rob Wits- 
chge, Marco van Basten, Bryan 
Roy. 

CIS — Dmitry Karin, Andrei 
Chernyshov, Oleg Kuznestov, 
Akhrik Tsveiba, Andrei Kan- 
chelskis, Dmitry Kuznetsov, 
Alexei MikhaaHdienko, Viktor 
Onopko, Igor Kolyvanov, Igor 
Dobrovolsky, Igor Korneyev. 

Referee — Peter Mikkelsen 

* (Denmark). 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Pre- 
cision in what you say or do is tbe 
keynote to Ac success you can en- 
joy today as tire Moon trines both 
Man and lupiter paving the way to. 
total receptivity with dose associ- 
ates and personal partners. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Tins is a day when it may seem 
difficult to get your creative ideas 
before those able id give them a 
posh forward but don’t let down in 
your efforts to do so. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Make sure you spend and day 
thinking about and/or doing those 
t h in g s which wiB increase the har- 
mony at home, tonight do what 
wQl please outride associate*. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
have much ability to get out from 
under a routine difficulty by show- 
ing you can rue above it and 
tonight be sure to build up the ego 
a family member. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Consider well die various 
material matters requring your 
attention and you can solve them 
while tonight enjoy romance with, 
an attractive person. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Be 
just as personal as you like about 
showing your abiliiy handle per- 
sonal problems weU and tonight 
get together with some friends or 
dose chip. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Get off alone awhile and think 
rn terms of the larger aspect of 


your ambitions and deride goals 
while tonight yon can writ with 
interesting personalities. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 

22) Gain the good will of generous 
friends now by showing your 
a ppreciation for their magnanimity 
and later you can handle those 
financial matters. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Look for solutions to those 
outride matters requiring your 
thoughtful attention then be sure 
that you do. think of and settle 
more personal issues. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) A day to look into 
all facets of a new enterprise if 
which you have become interested 
and get tire feds while tonight 
enjoy romance quiet with attach- 
ment. 

CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22 to Jan.-20) 
Whatever promises you have made 
can be carried out with good re- 
sults and esprit de corps today but 
tonight rein with a good long time 
friend. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru-. 
ary 19) Listen to understand what a 
partner would tike you to do then, 
do it graciously after which you wili 
be able to enjoy a successful 
bigwig. - • . 

PISCES: (February 20 to March' 
20) Your surroundings can be 
made more- operative or attractive-’’ 
today so you are more comfortable - 
there, then tonight you can get off 
to some new interests. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By HcrrU 

HARRiS 

5-20 




We got a fun, new hobby! I'm Seaming 
how to chew gum in my navel!” 


1 THAT SCRAMBLE} WORb QAME" 
!• j >by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble three (our Jumbles, 
one (etterto each square, to torn 
four ordinary words. 


mr= 


PUDMY 


ANIFT 


YiNJET 


CAPALE 


incanr ** 
rt wwfl . 


Yesterday's 


Jumble* 

Answer 


WHAT KINP OF 
REMARKS [7117 THE i 
PANCAKE CHEF MAKE 7 


□ Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sup- 
- geated by the above cartoon. . . 

m-m xi” °nes 

(Answers tomorrow) 
JUROR FUZZY BUTTON POETIC 
He Knows lhat man does not Eva by bread 
alone, so h e's tee med how to do this to 
others — BUTTER THEM UP 
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Economy 


Abu Dhabi 
fund details 
! lending 

r. ABU DHABI (R) — The Aba 
r Dhabi Food for Arab Economic 
!; Development granted Arab 
countries development loans 
. worth 12 billion (firhams ($328 

■ million) from the end of 1990 

■ .until last February, the Emirates 
News Agency has said. 

It said the loans were mostly 
for agricultural and industrial 
h projects and represented about a 
!■; fifth of the total of 5.6 billion 
s 'd irham s ($13 billion) in loans 

• granted to 43 countries since the 
; fund was established in 1975. 

During that period 13 Arab 
: countries received 4.5 billion 
‘ d irhams in loans for 55 joint 
^ ; development projects, 
i Nineteen African countries re- 
) oerved 369 million dirhams for 26 
' \ project s. Th e fund granted 466 
I mitiion dirhams in loans to eight 
! Asian countries for 11 projects. 

1 \ Other countries received 288 

* million dirhams in loans for de* 

■ velopment projects, the state - 
’ ment said. 

; Foreign 
- : investment 
iinU.S. 
jplunges 

■WASHINGTON (AP) — Fore- 

■ ign direct investment in the Un- . 
!ited States plunged 66 per cent to 
;$22.6 billion last year, the gov- 
■crament has reported. 

! The Commerce Department 
'said that the huge drop, from 
j $65.93 bflh’on in direct investment 
•in 1990 resulted from the sluggish 
!U.S. economy and. a mured , 
; slowdown in corporate takeovers. 

; It was the lowest level for fore- 

■ -ign direct investment since 1984 
* land marked the third straight 

^ear that foreign investment in 
•the United States has fallen after 
tatting an all-time high of $72.69 
billion in 1988. 

; Direct investment had fallen by 
smaller amounts of 7.4 per cent in 
■1990 and 2.1 per cent in 1989 
'after soaring by 80.3 per cent in 
- 1988. 

- Foreign direct investment is 
defined by the -government as at - 
least 10 per cent ownership of a , 
company by a foreign subsidiary? . 

> - Dining the 1980s die country 
ran up huge merchandise trade 
deficits, transferring billions of 
' dollars into the hands of fore- 
igners, who used the money to 
buy up American companies, 
office buildings and other real 
j estate. 

I However, the merchandise 
ife^ trade deficit dipped below the 
j $100 billion mane for die first 
' time last year and along with that 
! i m provement has come a slow- 
down in direct investment 
j - Japan held onto the top spot as 
the country with the largest in- 
| crease in direct investment in the 
i United Stales last year, a gain of 
$5.07 Union. That was down 
ftarply from Japan's investment 
ipcreaseLof $19.93 billion in 1990. 

■ France was No. 2 last year as 
french investors made $4.75 bil- 
lion in purchases of American 
Companies and real estate fol- 
. towed by Canada with $2.65 bil- 
lion in investment purchases. 

• Meanwhile, a national survey 
has shown that nearly three out cif 
four affluent Americans have Bt- 
^ tie or no confidence in dm gov- 
^ ernmenfs ability to manage the 
efconomy. 

WTbe poll of 1,000 Americans 
with Incomes of more than 
< $100,000 also found 74 per cent 
^ dunk- the budget deficit is the 
principal cause of the nation's 
^ economic 31s. 

J . Forty-two per cent of those 
pblled rated President Bush's 
plans to stimulate the economy as 
poor or very poor, 33 per cent 
^ rated them as fair. 


Algeria expects above 
average cereals crop 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria ex- 
pects to harvest around 33 mil- 
lion tonnes of cereals this year, 
twice the annual average over the 
past two decades. 

Agriculture ministry produc- 
tion director Matallah Sadok 
said: “It will be a good cereals 
season above the average of re- 
cent years and could reach 33 
millio n tonnes.” 

The figure was a provisional 
estimate for the harvest which 
had just begun and exact figures 
would be available within three 
weeks, he said. 

•Last year’s crop was a 20-year 
record 3.62 minion tonnes. The 
annual average harvest over the 
past two decades was bear 1.732 
mhiioa tonnes. 

Liberalisation of production 
and marketing, and increases in 
the guaranteed prices for farm 
produce like wheat, had in- 
creased acreages under cultiva- 
tion tins year, be said. 

The government has doubled 


guaranteed minimum prices for 
cereals like durum wheat to over 
10,000 (finazs (S462) the tonne. 

Cereal acreages rose from 33 
to 33 million hectares (S8.25 to 
8.75 million acres) in the current 
season, comprising 38 per cent of 
durum wheat, 14 per cent soft 
wheat, 43 per cent barley and 5 
per cent oats, Sadok told Reu- 
ters. 

A major durum wheat impor- 
ter, Algeria is seeking foreign aid 
to help it grow more in the Sahara 
where irrigated land used for 
cereals rose from 1300 to 5,000 
hectares (3,750 to 12,500 acres). 

Mr. Sadok said some 40,000 
hectares (100,000 acres) of arable 
land was being lost annually due 
to urban sprawl 

He added that the increases in 
acreages put down to cereals had 
apparently compensated for the 
effects of drought, flooding and 
frost in western Algeria where 
crops on some 100,000 hectares 
(250,000 acres) were affected. 


Senior Chinese official 
predicts economic crisis if 
population nears 1.8b 

HONG KONG (R) — China open its domestic market to fore- 
could face economic crisis unless ign companies help them 

a population explosion running at realise their dream of «^n»ng to 
16 rmDion a year is cubed, a 1.1 bflfion consumers. 


senior Chinese official has said. 

If China is to become a 
medium-income nation its 
population, currently 1.14 billion, 
should never be allowed to ex- 
ceed 1.6 billion, said Jiang Zhen- 
ghua, deputy director of the Chi- 
na family Planning Commission. 

The Peking-controlled China 
News Agency quoted him as 
saying the consequences would 
be critical if the population 
surged past that level. 

“China could face economic 
criuif its population is allowed 
to grow to 1.8 billion. Now' the 
warning light of a population 
crisis is on,!' he said. 

The country has a policy of 
allowing couples only one child. 
But it is often not strictly applied 
in the countryside, especially m 
remote regions. 

The Hong Kong-based China 
news service quoted Mr. Jiang as 


“Foreign investors come here 
to make money, and the biggest 
attraction condition here is the 
market potential," said Tong Yi 
Zhong, deputy director of tire 
foreign investment division of the 
ministry of Foreign Economy Re- 
lations and Trade. 

“We most open our domestic 
market and prepare pre f erential 
policies for foreign investors to 
make more money,” be said. 

Mr. Tong said the myriad reg- 
ulations and restrictions on fore- 
ign businesses should be eased, 
with the goal of treating foreign 
companies in the same way as the 
heavily-protected state-owned in- 
dustries. 

“They (foreign enterprises) de- 
serve the same treatment as state 
enterprises,” Mr. Tong said. “As 
long as we keep special adminis- 
trative restrictions on them, we 
‘are unfair.” 


Bahrain oil 
revenues 
fall sharply 

MANAMA (R) — Oil revenues 
for Bahrain, the smallest Gulf 
Arab oil producer, fell by 31 per 
cent to 259 million dinars (S68S 
million) during 1991, official fi- 
gures showed. 

A quarterly bulletin published 
by the Bahrain Monetary Agency 
(BMA) said the value of the 
bland's exports, mainly oU, fell 
27 per cent to 334.6 million dinars 
(£885 million) from 1990 levels. 

Imports edged up by 3.9 mil- 
lion dinars ($10 million) to 452.3 
million dinars ($1.2 billion). 
More than a quarter of that 
amount was spent on crude im- 
ports. the bulletin said. 

Bahrain produces around 
43,000 barrels of oil per day but 
imports 200.000 b/d from Saudi 
Arabia to process in its refinery. 

The BMA said non-oil exports 
declined to 75 million dinars 
($198.5 million) from 86.4 million 
($228.6 million) in 1990. 

Tunisian 
business 
chief wants 
economy 
opened up 

TUNIS (R) — The chairman of 
the Tunisian Businessmen’s 
Association has urged the gov- 
ernment to open up the economy 
by lifting exchange controls and 
speeding up privatisation. 

In an interview with Reuters, 
Hedi Jilani. head of the Tunisian 
Industrial, Commercial and 
Handicrafts Union (UTICA), | 
said he approved of the govern- 
ment's plans to liberalise imports 
but demanded safeguards for loc- 
al industry. 

“I do not donbt for a moment 
the government's willingness to 
privatise. But I fear it will be 
slowed down because of social 
problems,” he said. 

Privatisation has been delayed 
in recent months amid complaints 
from trade unions who insist that 


saying China was determined to Analysts raid Tong’s com- .buyers of state groups must agree 


exert -.tighter control ur order to 
keep the popnlation to 13 billion 
by the end of -thS'ceSTrirry. “It 
must never exceed 1.6 billion if 
China wants to reach mednnn- 
devdoped country standards,” he 
said. 

Population growth puts a huge 
strain on the economy. With the 
endless appetite for new housing 
taking up land which should be 
producing food. 

Mr. Jiang cited Tibet's popula- 
tion growth. 

“Tibet is the only place in 
China where family planning is 
not yet introduced and its popula- 
tion has soared 100 per cent — 
from one million to more than 
two million — over the past 40 
years or so,” be said. 

Another official quoted in the 
China Daily said China must 


‘ mentS'wfere part of Chinas efforts 

'and joaifi^H^^l^foato 
join the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 

The United States has set a 
deadline of Oct. 10 for China to 
open its markets to more im- 
ported gpods or fact punitive 
sanctions that could cost he coun- 
try billions erf dollars. 

Negotiators from both rides 
reported progress in the latest 
round of talks held in Peking last 
month. 

While Mr. Tong did not refer 
direedy to imported products, 
making it easier for foreign-own- 
ed joint ventures and fully-owned 
foreign companies to sell to con- 
sumers here would almost cer- 
tainly result in a rise in imports as 
wen. 


^tp,' keep' on existing staff despite 
ggien excessive .staff numbers. . 

* Out of 300 state enterprises, 55 
have been sold since 1986, includ- 
ing 25 in 1989, and only six in 
both 1990 and 1991. 

Mr. Jilani said he believed pri- 
vate businessmen do not have 
enough funds to buy all the en- 
terprises still to be privatised and 
suggested foreign capital be in- 
vited to join partnerships with' 
Tunisians. 

“Administrative restrictions on 
the handling of foreign currency 
most be lifted,” he said, adding 
that investment codes should be 
revised to make them more 
attractive to foreigners. 

He suggested foreign investors 
be given free factory sites and 
their exported products be ex- 
empted from taxation. 


Seaweed helps boost Zanzibar’s GDP 


ZANZIBAR (R) — Seaweed ex- 
ports to the health-conscious 
West helped Zanzibar register its 
highest economic growth rate in 
six years. Planning Minister Issak 
Septen has said. 

He said gross domestic product 
(GDP), the main economic in- 
dicator, grew by 4.8 per cent in ■ 
1991, against 3.4 per cent in 1990, 
and predicted 5.2 per cent growth 
in 1992. 

Mr. Septeu attributed the ex- 
pansion,* which was the highest 
since around four per cent 1985, 
to good world prices for cloves, 
Zanzibar’s main .export, and the 
growing market for seaweed. 

He said there had also been an 
upturn in tourism to the Indian 
Ocean island but gave no figures. 


Zanzibaris have recently begun 
selling seaweed, which costs little 
to produce or process, to the 
United States and Europe where 
it is used in medical products and 
health foods. 


He gave no breakdown of the 
amount of seaweed exported but 
Zanzibar’s merchants say it the 
fastest-growing export from the 
island after doves, used in cook- 
ing and to make cigarettes. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 
WITHIN A TWO STOREY VILLA 

Ground floor, consisting of two bedrooms, salon, modem 
building and modem furniture, special garden, central heating. 
Location: Seventh Circle 

Call tel.: 638887 - 638782 


TEL. 667171 




1) TEEN AGENT 

Shows: 2, 830. 1030 


2) MUSIC FEVER 

Shows: 1230. 3 JO. 6J0 




1) DEATH S 

2) GHOST 


M U •iliwna. m 

/ \ * 


Shows: Death. 1030. 1230. 230, 830. 1030 
Shows: GHOST. 430. 630 


Poor nations leave Earth 
Summit almost empty-handed 


A! Mashtni Theatre 


- Today and everyday at 8:30 p.m. 

The Musical Play 

time for whom 

In conjunction with the National Troupe for 
Traditional Arts directed by Mohammad 
Dmour 

SOON Sindihnd and Shabrazad play ; - V 
C directed by Hakim Hart 


Cinema 

Tel: 625155" 



—Pill 


Adel Imam & Yusra 
in 

AL IRHAB 
AND KEBAB 

(Arabic) 

• Showc 3:45, 6:45. 8:45, 10:45 



RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — The 
world’s poorest nations left the 
Earth Summit Sunday with grand 
declarations ringing in their ears 
but little new cash to take home 
to their starving millions. 

Delegates from poor African 
and Asian countries said they had 
set out clearly the desperate 
problems feeing the planet at the 
United Naitons Conference on 
Environment and Development 
— but world leaders seemed slow 
to act. 

“It’s now up to the rich nations 
to decide whether they want to. 
die or not (from environmental 
dcstnxtkn), n ' said Fazlul Huq, au- 
thor of Bangladesh’s national re- 
port to the conference. “We are 
pour and we’re dying anyway.” 

Rwanda’s National Environ- 
ment Service Director Ernest 
Rukangjra complained: “They 
talk, they talk and they talk about 
poverty and then they don't do 
anything. I don’t really see why 
we are here.” 

A few countries did pledge 


some money towards the sum- 
mit's twin goals of promoting 
development and saving the en- 
vironment but it was not im- 
mediately clear how much of the 
cash was new. 

Preliminary estimates by the 
World Wide Fund for Nature 
suggested that the total amount 
of new money pledged in Rio was 
likely to be around S2 billion a 
year. 

This compared with an appeal 
from the conference secretarial 
for $70 billion a year to imple- 
ment green development prog- 
rammes in the Third World and a 
more realistic opening request 
from chief negotiators Brazil for 
$7 billion to $8 billion a year. 

“We are going to suffer a Iqt 
because we don’t have the re- 
sources to implement any of the 
programmes that have been 
agreed here,” said a diplomat 
from Burkina Faso, one of the 
world's poorest nations. 

Asked why the least developed 
countries had not pressed harder. 


he replied: “How can wc demand 
anything? Let's be honest: If you 
depend on someone totally you 
have to tone down your language. 
You know the power you have 
over your colonies.” 

Bangladesh, despite its 100- 
million-plus population, com- 
plained of a similar lack of bar- 
gaining power. 

“We wish something more 
could have happened but a small 
country like ours can’t push for 
anything," Mr. Huq said. 

* When it came to money, it was 
the same old story at the confer- 
ence — developing nations made 
an opening demand, rich coun- 
tries refused it and the question 
was resolved in vague, non- 
committal diplomatic language. 

A key demand of the Group of 
77 (G-77), a cluster of 128 de- 
veloping nations, was that rich 
countries commit themselves to 
boosting overseas aid to 0.7 per 
cent of their gross national pro- 
duct by 2000 — a target indus- 


trialised nations have long prom- 
ised but rarely attained. 

After nearly two weeks of 
wrangling in Rio, came the com- 
promise. Rich countries reaf- 
firmed their commitment to giv- 
ing 0.7 per cent and “to the 
extent that they have not yet 
achieved that target, agree to 
augment their aid programmes in 
order to reach that target as soon 
as possible.” 

One senior G-77 diplomat, rad 
and bitter after several marathon 
late-night negotiating sessions, 
commented: “We caved in again. 
I wish we had made a stand.” 

Others were angry at the con- 
cessions extracted from them. 

Referring to a European offer 
to convene a conference on de- 
sertification in return for pledges 
to protect tropical rain forests, a 
Malaysian delegate said: “They 
want control over all our forest 
and they're not even offering 
money in return — just more 
pieces of paper.” 


India hopes to return to high 
5-6 per cent growth next year 


NEW DELHI (R) — India’s eco- 
nomy, bolstered by foreign loans 
and investment and freed of 
many government controls, could 
return to five to six per cent 
annual growth in the next fiscal 
year. Finance Minister Man- 
mohan Singh has said. 

“If we can stabilise our foreign 
investment capital inflow at $1 to 
$2 billion per annum, our eco- 
nomy (measured as gross domes- 
tic product) should grow at the 
rate of five to six per cent,” be 
told Reuters. 

Mr. Singh said he expected 
foreign investment commitments 
of SI billion in 1992/93 (April/ 
March), against $500 million last 
year and less than $100 million 
the year before. 

“Last year (1991/92) our eco- 
nomy grew by about three per 
cent per annum. That was the 
first year of the reforms. This 
year, at the worst, the same rate 
will be achieved-,” said the Ox- 
ford-educated former economics pro- 
fessor. 

“After the current financial 
year, if we have successful fiscal 
consolidation, then our economy 


would go back to a growth path of 
the order of five to six per cent,” 
Mr. Singh said. 

India’s growth rate average 
around 5.5 per cent in the latter 
half of the 1980s. 

Mr. Singh has designed a re- 
volutionary programme of re- 
forms to the state-controlled eco- 
nomy since taking over as India's 
finance minister last June. 

The government has allowed 
foreigners to take a majority 
stake in joint ventures, abolished 
licences on domestic industry, de- 
controDed trade, made the rupee 
partly convertible on internation- 
al markets and started liberalising 
the nationalised banking system. 

“I dunk the reforms would 
move at a much fester pace than 
ever before if we bad somewhat 
larger amounts of foreign ex- 
change to play with and if we had 
some grand unde to take care of 
the balance of payments situa- 
tion;” be said. 

India was in tbe throes of a 
balance of payments crisis last 
year when foreign banks stopped 
new lending in an atmosphere of 
political uncertainty. 


A general election in 1991 
brought in the country’s fourth 
government in two years at a time 
when the crisis in the Gulf had 
sent oil prices soaring, draining 
already dwindling foreign ex- 
change reserves. 

Today, reserves are up to 56 
billion from less than $1 billion in 
July, and India is locked into a 
painful fiscal reform programme 
with the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), which lent it $4 
billion last year. 

Mr. Singh said India’s foreign 
debt “was $71 to $73 billion’' but 
was manageable, despite tbe fact 
that over two-thirds of the coun- 
try's new loans were earmarked 
to pay off old debt. 

“It's true, net transfers are very 
small. A very large part of our 
(loans) is being used to repay our 
debt,” Mr. Singh said. 

“But I think India's depend- 
ence on the outside world is 
pretty small,” he added. India’s 
current account deficit is 23 per 
cent of its GDP. 

Total debt is less than 25 per 
cent of GDP. Around 70 per cent 
of tiie debt is fong-tepn and only 


seven per cent is short-term. 

“India’s debt structure, I think, 
manageable," he said. 

Mr. Singh said India needed $2 
billion to S3 billion in quick- 
disbursing loans from multilateral ' 
institutions such as the World 
Bank and the IMF over the next 
two to three years. “So we are 
not making exorbitant demands 
on the international system.” 

“India can and should sustain a 
much larger inflow of foreign 
investment.” Mr. Singh said, 
even above the ambitions $1 bil- 
lion to $2 billion a year he 
was planning for. 

“It is my hope that as the 
economy liberalises, India will 
take much larger inflows of direct 
foreign investment. In feet, most 
people I have talked to think 
$10-15 billion inflow of direct 
foreign investment for an eco- 
nomy of India's size is not un- 
realistic,” he pointed out. 

“Pm not making my plans on 
that. If they come, so much tbe 
better. We will welcome them 
and wc will create facilities for 
Expanding the flow of direct fore- 
ign investment," be concluded. 


Havana believes it has right 
plan to survive economic crisis 


HAVANA (R) — Increases in 
Cuba’s food production, nickel 
output and tourism earnings in 
1992 indicate the communist gov- 
ernment has chosen the right 
strategy to hanl the island out of 
economic crisis, a senior official 
sakl. 

Carlos Lage, a dose aide to 
President Fidel Castro, told a 
news conference these results 
from the first quarter of the year 
pointed to wnat he called “a 
discreet process of recovery” in 
some priority economic sectors. 

But he added they would only 
soften and not check tbe overall 
contraction of tbe Cuban eco- 
nomy in 1992. 

This would still be tbe year in 
which Cuba would feel tbe big- 
gest impact of the loss of its 
preferential trade ties with east- 
ern Europe and the former Soviet 
Union, Mr. Lage said. 

“We have to adapt our eco- 
nomy to a capitalist world and 
interrelate with that world under 
the conditions of a blockade,” 
Mr. Lage said, referring to a 
30-year-old U.S. trade embargo 
against Cuba, recently tightened 
by Washington. 

But he stressed that tbe gov- 
ernment’s economic strategy, 
even when it involved seeking 
profitable .partnerships with 
foreign private investors, would 
always be subordinate to what he 
called “our principal objective... 
maintaining socialism.'' 

‘The first priority is to guaran- 
tee living conditions for the peo- 
ple,” be added, saying the state 
would maintain baric food sup- 


plies, health care and education. 

Mr. Lage said that thanks to 
government moves to concen- 
trate manpower and resources in 
priority sectors, tourism had 
grown by 23 per cent in the first 
three months of 1992 compared 
to the same period of 1991. Nick- 
el output had increased by 17 per 
cent and farm production was up 
by 11 per cent. 

These indicators alone were 
not enough to pull Cuba out of its 
crisis. “But they do confirm that 
we’ve chosen the correct path and 
they give us confidence that this is 
the way to tackle the problems 
and overcome them,” Mr. Lage 
said. 

One problem area was the 
sugar harvest, where the loss of 
vital supplies, especially oil, from 
the former Soviet Bloc, meant 
the strategic industry was operat- 
ing tins year with only 30 percent 
of tbe resources it normally 
needed. 

The 1991-92 harvest had 
started more than a month late 
and would have to be continued 
in June and afterwards, despite 
the threat of spring rains. 

“We will be far off from 
achieving last year’s production, 
which was 7.6 million tonnes,” 
Mr. Lage said. 

He added that Cuba had so far 
one million tonnes of sugar in 
1992 at world market prices and 
in exchange for oil. This included 
a limited sugar-for-oil agreement 
with Russia. 

The island was counting on 
being able to obtain abroad up to 
six million tonnes of oil in 1992, 


less than half tbe 13 million ton- 
nes it consumed under normal 
conditions. Bnt there were plans 
for the economy to cope with less 
if necessary,” Mr. Lage said. 

Cuban officials said that a 30- 
year-old U.S. economic embargo 
against Cuba has cost the island 
more than $20 billion and is 
blocking Cuban efforts to re- 
negotiate a $7 billion debt to the 
West. 

The officials, including senior 
trade ministry and foreign minis- 
try representatives, also accused 
Washington of trying to stop fore- 
ign companies from investing in 
Cuba and Caban moves to place 
new products in world markets. 

Cuba's communist government 
is waging a diplomatic campaign 
against tile U.S. embargo, which 
the island how feels even more 
acutely because of the collapse of 
its preferential trade ties with 
eastern Europe and the former 
Soviet Union. 

Deputy Foreign Trade Minister 
Alberto Betancourt told a news 
conference in Havana that U.S. 
curbs on trade, finan ce and trans- 
port relations with the 
communist-ruled island since 
1959 constituted an “illegal spid- 
er's web” without precedent in 
tbe history of international rela- 
tions. 

Cuba's State Economic Plan- 
mug Commission estimated the 
three-decade embargo had cost 
Cuba more than S20 billion in lost 
trade and finances and additional 
expenses. 

Mr. Betancourt said Cuba's 
convertible currency debt to 


Western creditors stood at a little 
over $7 billion. Creditors in- 
cluded Japan, France, Spain, Ita- 
ly, Canada, Argentina and Mex- 
ico. 

Cuba’s attempt to renegotiate 
the debt and obtain fresh credit 
since 1982 had been hampered by 
U.S. pressure and interference m 
the negotiations, Mr. Betancourt 
said. 

“If it wasn’t for the blockade... 
and U.S. pressure, Cuba could 
have obtained before, and even 
now, better conditions to refi- 
nance its debt and to gain fresh 
credit,” be added. 

Negotiations have been block- 
ed since 1986 because Cuba says 
it cannot afford to start repay- 
ments without first receiving 
guarantees of fresh money from 
-creditors. 

The latest U.S. move to tighten 
the embargo against Cuba came 
on April 18, when President 
George Bush ordered U.S. ports 
be closed to ships which traded 
with the island. 

Mr. Betancourt said Mr. 
Bush's government was “the U.S. 
administration which has most 
systematically tried to apply the 
blockade in every detail.” 

He added the U.S. government 
was exerting pressure on foreign 
companies to stop them taking 
advantage of investment opportu- 
nities offered by Cuba. 

Washington was also trying to 
keep Cuban products out of tbe 
world's nickel and bio-technology 
markets, which are already 
dominated by large U.S. multina- 
tionals, be said. 


Renault shrugs off Volvo loss 


PARIS (R> — French state-con- 
trolled vehicle maker Renault has 
reported an eight-fold increase in 
first quarter profit that swamped 
rising outflows to its loss-making 
Swedish partner AJL Volvo. 

Regie Natkmalc des Urines 
Renault said a surge in car safes 
boosted pre-tax attributable pro- 
fit to 2.36 billion francs ($441.4 


million) in the first quarter of 
1992 from 298 milli on francs 
IS55.75 million) in the corres- 
ponding 1991 period. 

The first quarter profit figure 
almost equalled Del earnings for all of 
1991, which totalled 3.06' billion 
francs ($575.7 million), and re- 
flected the firm's continued re- 
covery from the slack period 


FOR RENT 

New Furnished Apartment 

In Shmeisani,. neighbour .to Ministry of Education first 
Directorate, two bedrooms, one bathroom and lounge, 
central heating and telephone. For one year or half a year. 

* Interested: Contact tel. 601431 


stretching from late 1990 into jump in first quarter turnover 
1991. 47.73 billion francs was entirely 

Renault said a 193 per cent attributable* to car business. 

-LUXURIOUSLY FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

First floor of 220 sq.m., newly furnished, in a two-floor 
private building located in the best residential area 
between the 5th & 4th Circles-147 Zahran Road-Jabai 
Amman. Overlooking one of the largest and most beautiful 
private garden in Amman. 

Consisting -of: Large salon, dining room, 2 double bed- 
rooms, 2 bathrooms, 3 balconies, laundry' room with fully 
automatic W.M., fully equipped kitchen with fridge & 
deep-freezer. Central heating, colour TV, video, telephone 
and car-park. 

H Interested please call: Tel. No. 671509 
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Serbs protest against war 


BELGRADE (R) — Serbian 
Patriarch Pavle ied thousands of 
peace marchers on Sunday and 
Belgrade's church bells pealed 
' out a challenge to President Slo- 
bodan Milosevic, widely blamed 
for a year of ethnic fighting in the 
Balkans. 

While the anti-war protesters 
wound their way to Kalemegdon 
fortress overlooking the Danube 
river, the heavy guns which had 
pounded Bosnia's capital 
Sarajevo since Friday were silent. 

Rebel Serbs and their Muslim 
and Croat foes in the capital of 
the newly-independent state of 
Bosnia-Herzegovina fought on 
■Saturday with artillery, mortars 
and in fierce street battles. 

The worst fighting was around 
Sarajevo airport, held by Serbs 
and surrounded by Muslims. 
.Sarajevo radio said at least 14 
people were killed and 24 wound- 
ed in fighting since Friday. 

U.N. military officers are 
‘ trying to secure a ceasefire and 
open the airport to fly in 
desperately-needed supplies for 
.some 300,000 civilians trapped in 
Sarajevo. 

tn Belgrade more than 10,000 
people joined the “prayers for 
peace" march through the Ser- 
bian capital, called by the Ortho-* 
dox church. Separate anti-war 
activists joined in along the way. 

It was the second big protest in 
as many weeks and reflects grow- 
ing opposition to Mr. Milosevic, 
an ardent Serb nationalist who 
has become a symbol of savage 
fighting which has killed more 
than 10.000 people over the past 
year. 

Mr. Milosevic, a former hard- 
line communist, is blamed by the 
West for instigating fighting in 
three former republics during the 
break-up of the Balkan state of 
Yugoslavia since last June. 

Showing no sign of caving in to 


demands that he stand down, Mr. 
Milosevic is facing his most se- 
rious challenge as U.N. sanctions 
imposed against his republic on 
May 30 begin to bite. 

Academics, students, taxi driv- 
ers and the Orthodox church 
have protested against his rule 
since the sanctions threatened to 
shatter an economy already reel- 
ing for a year of war. 

The United Nations Security 
Council accused Mr. Milosevic of 
inciting the Serb minority in 
neighbouring Bosnia to rebel af- 
ter Muslims and Croats there 
voted for independence in March 
— one of four republics to break 
away from Yugoslavia. 

Yugoslavia, set up in 1918 after 
World War I, now consists of just 
two republics — Mr. Milosevic’s 
Serbia and tiny Montenegro. 

Serb irregulars, using military 
hardware left by the Serb-led 
Yugoslav army, have taken over 
two-thirds of Bosnia and encir- 
cled Sarajevo with heavy artil- 
lery. 

Civilians are living in horrific 
conditions in the city, with little 
food or medicine, no running 
water or electricity and hospitals 
packed with wounded. The 
tragedy of Sarajevo has given 
fresh momentum to opposition to 
Mr. Milosevic in Serbia. 

Hitherto weak opposition par- 
ties are capitalising on his increas- 
ing isolation and have called a 
mass rally for June 21. 

A possible showdown between 
supporters and opponents of Mr. 
Milosevic has raised concern that 
civil war might break out in Ser- 
bia itself. The United States on 
Saturday advised its nationals to 
leave. 

Protesters heading for the old 
stone Kalemegdon fortress car- 
ried bells to symbolise peace and 
clocks to show that rime is run- 


ning oat for Mr. Milosevic and his 
Serb nationalist policies. 

Another anti-war rally called 
by opposition parties was due to 
rake place on Sunday in from of 
the parliament, after the march 
by the church leaders and their 
supporters ended. 

lie demonstrations are widely 
seen as a warm-up for the June 21 
rally which will try to force Mr. 
Milosevic to quit in favour of a 
national unity government. 

At least 14 people were killed 
and 24 wounded in Sarajevo in 
Friday and Saturday, a local crisis 
centre said. 

Genera) Lewis MacKenzie, 
bead of a U.N. peacekeeping 
team, met Serb leaders and their 
Slav Muslim and Croat rivals 
Saturday to try to secure a tryce 
and clear the way for opening the 
aiTport for humanitarian relief 
flights. 

He told reporters he hoped to 
have the airport open soon and 
that a Canadian battalion of 1,100 
troops was on standby but a 
ceasefire must be in place first. 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros-Ghali hopes to go to the 
Security Council this week to get 
approval to dispatch U.N. troops 
to take control of the airport for 
the relief flights. 

Local residents contacted by 
telephone said a truce still looked 
a long way off, with the warring 
factions keeping up blistering 
artillery duels and street fighting. 

“Today, after six days in my 
house because of the fighting. I 
went out," said Rusmir, a Muslim 
in the Dorbinja district." I had to 
tell my friends their mother and 
(laughter are well." 

"No-one was in the streets ex- 
cept territorial defenders. There 
was shooting and I saw thick 
smoke coming from Butmir. 
There was shooting from cannons 
and tanks there," he added. 


Marcos accepts defeat Democrats 
and supports Ramos claim unity 


MANILA (AP) — Imelda Mar- attempt to prevent Mr. Ramos, a 
cos has thrown her support for former defence secretary, from 
Fidel Ramos as the next Philip- taking office, 
pine president, but the runner-up Military officials say they unco- 
said last month’s voting was so vered a conspiracy to assassinate 
tainted that new elections should Mr. Ramos. They have not linked 
be called. Mrs. Marcos to .the plot. 

Manila's media, which general- Miriam Defensor Santiago, 
ly ignore the former first lady, who is running second, told re- 
described the endorsement as a porters Saturday that the election 
"surprise move.” In fact, the was so fraud-ridden that the gov- 
statement followed weeks of dis- eminent should call a new elec- 
cussions between representatives tion for August, 
of Mrs. Marcos and Mr. Ramos, She said congress would be 
a relative of her late husband, unable declare a winner by the 
former President Ferdinand end of the month because so 
Marcos. many election records were qnes- 

Mjs. Marcos told supporters tionable. 

Mr. Ramos was the dear winner “If congress does its duty, it 
and "we don't want to be left in cannot finish the tabulation by 
the station when the bus leaves," June 30," she said. "Under the 
sources dose to the former first constitution, it would be the duty 
lady said. of congress to call a presidential 

A congressional committee is election by August." 
still certifying results of the May Mrs. Santiago, who ran strong 
11 election more than a month among students and some seg~ 
after the balloting. The commit- ments of the armed forces, urged 
tee hopes to finish next week and her followers “to wait so that we 
then ask the foil congress to could exhaust all constitutional 
prod aim a successor to President remedies.’’ 

Corazon Aquino. Eduardo Cojuangco, a Marcos 

Mrs. Aquino leaves office June ally and estranged cousin of Mrs. 
30 after a six-year term. Failure Aquino, has also refused to cen- 
to proclaim a winner by then cede. Mr. Cojuangco, one of the 
could lead to a constitutional country's wealthiest badness- 
crisis since there is disagreement men, is running third m the con- 
on who would lead the country. gressional count. 

Mrs. Marcos told reporters that Mr. Ramos, a second cousin of 
Mr. Ramos, who was supported Mr. Marcos, helped lead the Feb. 

S f Mrs. Aquino, had won the 22, 1986, mutiny that triggered 
ection since he is leading with the national uprising against the 
more than three-fourths of the Marcos government. Mr. Ramos 
returns tabulated. then defended Mrs. Aquino dur- 

Mr. Marcos, who finished fifth ing seven coup attempts, 
in the seven-member race, called He thanked Mrs. Marcos for 
on her followers to support Mr. her support but said he would 
Ramos ‘To ensure the survival of pursue criminal cases against her 
our nation.’’ in connection with alleged fraud 

Her endorsement could reduce during the 20-year Marcos admi- 
the chances of a right-wing nistration. 

Thai premier forms 
technocrat cabinet 


BANGKOK (R) — Thai Prime 
Minister Anand Panyarachun 
formed a government on Sunday 
aimed at producing dean elec- 
tions in four months and main- 
taining business confidence. 

Mr. Anand, plucked from a 
two-month political retirement to 
form an interim government, put 
a former narcotics-busting police- 
man and an election expert in 
charge of the interior ministry. 

Into the business rmnstries of 
agriculture, commerce, com- 
munications and transport and 
industry he put men who proved 
themselves in his last interim gov- 
ernment, which came to the 
country's rescue generals over- 
threw a democratically-elected 
government in February, 1991. 

His finance minister is a career 
civil servant who, Mr. Anand 
said, was trusted to continue the 
fiscal polities that have given 
Thailand one of Asia's fastest 
growing economies. 

The last Anand government 
won praise from the international 
community for honesty, efficien- 
cy and liberalisation. . 

“Everyone that I chose was 
made on the basis of his personal 
and moral integrity," Mr. Anand 


told reporters. 

General Pow Sarasin, a life- 
time police officer and former 
head of the office of the narcotics 
control board, was named in- 
terior minister, considered cen- 
tral to the interim government's 
main task of organising national 
elections four months from now. 

The junta that installed Mr. 
Anand last year in a bid for 
respectability hid insisted that 
army General Issarapong Noon- 
pakdee be interior minister in Mr 
Anand’s last government. Critics 
say this helped pro-military par- 
ties in the March 22 elections that 
gave them a slim parliamentary 
majority. 

Gen. Issarapong became array 
commander when his brother-in- 
law General Suchinda Krapar- 
ayoon succeeded Mr. Anand in 
April. 

In May, soldiers opened fire on 
pro-democracy demonstrators 
who opposed Gen. Suchinda be- 
cause be was not elected. Scores 
were killed and many hundreds 
wounded. 

Anek Sithiprasart, a career 
civil servant and election expert, 
was named deputy interior 
minister. 


SANTA FE, New Mexico (R) — 
Democrats say they are more 
unified than they been for years 
after writing a preliminary man- 
ifesto for Bill Clinton, but his 
rival Jerry Brown threatens to 
spoil party harmony. 

Sixteen Democratic manifesto 
writers and dozens of aides went 
home after a weekend meeting 
predicting that the Arkansas gov- 
ernor can win the presidential 
election with a moderate plat- 
form against Republican Presi- 
dent George Bush and likely in- 
dependent challenger Ross Perot. 

If so. it would be the first time 
since Jimmy Carter left office in 
January 1981 that Democrats 
controlled the White House. 

With presidential primary elec- 
tions over, Mr. Clinton has more 
than the 2,145 delegate votes 
needed to win die nomination at 
the party convention in New 
York in mid-Joly. 

Drafters of the party manifes- 
to, known as the platform, met 
on Friday and Saturday and 
wrote a preliminary draft for the 
foil 186-member platform com- 
mittee that will meet on June 27 
and adopt a final document. 

But Mr. Brown, who remains 
in the race even though he has no 
chance to beat Mr. Clinton for 
the nomination, threatens to dis- 
rupt party plans for unity. 

The former California gov- 
ernor threatened to wage a highly 
viable fight at the New York 
convention in an effort to get 
minority positions he advocates 
put into the final document, 
which most be approved by the 
full convention. 

He said he wanted to include 
issues he advocated in his pres- 
idential campaign — opposition 
to a free trade treaty with Mex- 
ico, tax simplification and $100 
limits in campaign contributions. 

But party officials doubted Mr. 
Brown could get enough support 

— a minimum of 37 delegate 
votes on the platform committee 

— to get a minority platform 
before the full convention. 

Nevertheless, Mr. Brown told 
reporters he would try. 

"We have 600 delegates there 
and they’re not going there to 
watch a television show," Mr. 
Brown said. “I don't believe they 
I are going to New York to be 
I 'extras in a R- political movie. 
They want to be participants in a 
. live debate on the platform." 

In the dosing meeting of the 
drafting session on Saturday, Mr. 
Brown gave a blistering speech. 
Mr. Clinton did not attend bat his 
advisors, who orchestrated the 
document for him, did. 

Platform drafters listened 
glumly as Mr. Brown scolded 
them for not putting teeth into 
the document, described by its 
authors as a moderate plan to 
produce economic growth. 

Colorado Governor Roy Rosi- 
er told reporters the difference 
between Mr. Brown's proposals 
and the preliminary manifesto 
was that he wanted “an issues 
specific and we want a broad, 
tnematic one.” • I 
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A car speeds part a women body m central Sarajevo last week 

U.S., Russia Azeri atti 
near agreement 

. _ 1 tions in the disputed enclave of 

On nuclear Nagorno-Karabakh met fierce 

„ military resistance overnight, re- 

miSSlle cuts from both rides said on 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Con- Sunday ' . 

I cessions on both rides are prop- Armenia launched a diplomatic 
1 eiling the United States and Rus- counter-offensive on the eve of 
ria towards a new round of nuc- international peace talks in Rome 
| lear missile cuts to be announced on Monday as President Levon 
, at the Washington summit. Ter-Petrosyan appealed for inter- 
Assuming final approval in national pressure to make Azer- 
Moscow — President Bush baijan stop the fighting, 
already is being described by a The Italian head of the talks, 
senior U.S. official as "satisfied” Mario Raffaelli, condemned the 
— the agreement would take a Azeri offensive, saying the use of 
big chunk out of U.S. and Rus- to grab territory would not 

rian strategic nuclear forces. help the peace process and calling 

for an immediate halt to hosti li- 
lt also would give historic sig- ties, ITAR-TASS news agency 
mficance to the talks Mr. Bush reported frame Rome, 
will hold at the White House on About 50 Azeri soldiers died 
Tuesday and Wednesday with and 130 werc injured, the Azeri 
Boris N. Yeltsin, the president of news agency Turan said. It esti- 
the Russian Republic. mated 500 Armenians had been 

In other areas. Russian killed or hurt in a weekend of 
Ambassador Vladimir Lukin said bloodshed along the enclave’s 
Saturday, the two leaders would eastern border, 
sign 12 to 15 agreements on such . . " . , ... 

subjects as cooperation in space Armenian officials sard they 
mishaps and a system to warn were still collating , overall casual- 
against ballistic missile attacks. * fig""* Interfax news agen- 
The Russians are especially ea- reported that in one conflict 
ger to see Mr. Bush signacharter casuuntnM the 

of cooperation and friendship fighting had claimed 15 Arme- 
that is designed to guide relations "inn lives 50 were wounded, 
between the two former cold war . Armenians called the attacks a 

antagonists bid to reassert control over Kara- 

7 s , , bakh. Last month, Armenian 

And there will be an agreement forces completed the capture of 
to encourage American invest- lhe ma j D i y Armenian-populated 
ment in Russia provided final area, which has been adminis- 
demils can be worked out Mr. tered b Azerbaijan. Some 2,000 
Lukm said as he flew to Washing- people ^ died there in four 
ton aboard a U S. air force jet of fighting. 

; that also earned Secretary of . 

State James Baker back from a 1 

pivotal meeting in London with ■ r /' p /"* rf 

Russian Foreign Minister Andrei vvllv 

; Kozyrev. 

By far, the missile-reduction BRATISLAVA. Czech os 
| agreement would have the (Agencies) — Politician 
1 broadest implications. postponed Sunday's third 

American and Russian long- of talks on the future 
range bombers, missiles and sub- 74-year-old Czecbolsovak 
marines already are due to be tion until Wednesday, a ! 
trimmed by about one-third over man for the Movement 
I seven years under the START treaty Democratic Slovakia (1 
signed by Mr. Bush and former said. 

Soviet Preside nt Mikhail S. Got- Elections last wcekenc 

bachev last July. lighted deep rifts between i 

The new round of cuts Mr. parts of Czechoslovakia 
Baker worked out with Mr. rounds of talks between 
Kozyrev would take a slice of a and Slovak leaders sine 
least one-third and perhaps as big have made no progress, 
as 50 per cent out of the remaining Prime Muiister-designal 

stockpiles of the world's deadliest lav Klaus, whose right-wio 
weapons. Democratic Party (ODS) 

Mr. Baker declined to outline the larger western Czech ] 
the compromise he worked out in he, was due to meet V 
the 3 Vi-hour session Friday with Merciar, leader of the naff 
Mr. Kozyrev. minded HZDS, for furtbe 

But reporters flying home with tuitions on Sunday. 

Mr. Baker were told "fwe both “The talks have beer 
brought some movement in our poued by mutual con 
proposals” and ”what they H7~n s spokesman 
brought was very meaningful." told Reuters. 


Azeri attack contained 


The Azeri defence ministry had 
said the attacks were aimed at 
silencing Armenian positions 
around foe towns of Askeran and 
Mardakert, from where Azeri 
centres bordering the moun- 
tainous enclave had been con- 
tinnaly shelled. 

Armenian presidential security 
aide Gagik Abakyan said that 
Azeri advances on Askeran and 
Mardakert had been halted, de- 
spite bitter fighting near Askeran 
overnight. 

He told foe Armenian news 
agency Snark that the heaviest 
fighting was raging around foe 
district centre of 
Sb&umyanovsk, an Azeri town 
just north of Nagorno-Karabakh, 
which was captured by foe Arme- 
nians in earlier fighting. 

The battles, involving heavy 
weapons looted from foe ex- 
Soviet arsenal, broke a brief lolf 
in fighting embittered by ancient 
ethnic rivariy. 

Russian military officials .de- 
nied Armenian press reports that 
Moscow's troops were participat- 
ing in foe Azeri offensive, said 
Vagan Avakyan, press spokes- 
man for Armenian presidential 
adviser Ashot Manucharyan. ' 

One Azeri Sukhoi-25 fighter- 
bomber was shot down between 
Askeran and the eastern Azeri 
town of Agdam. The pilot para- 
chuted out and landed inside 
Azeri territory, Armenian secur- 
ity officials told Reuters by tele- 
phone. 7 

Turan also reported Arme- 
nians attacking in the northern 
Azeri area of Kazakh. 


Cardinal 

O’Connor 

joins 

abortion 

protest 

NEW YORK (AP) — Roman j 
CathoHc Cardinal John J. O’Con- ; 
nor joined about 2*500 anti-abor- ! 
tion demonstrators Saturday in a | 
four-hour protest through mid- ; 
town Manhattan in which 11 i 
counter-demonstrators were ] 
arrested. : 

The focal point on the protest, 
which began with a Roman 
Catholic mass and ended in ■ 
prayer, was a vigfl outside a | 
medical dime where abortions : 
are performed. j 

Lining the route of foe anti- 
abortion protesters were an esti- 
mated 800 abortion rights advo- 1 
cates chanting “now choice," waving 
signs that said: “We will i 
decide” and shouting loud boos ! 
at Cardinal O'Connor, who was | 
under heavy police protection, j 
Cardinal O’Connor, long a critic , 
of abortion, is archbishop of the ■ 
New York archdiocese. 

As tire anti-abortion marchers 
wended their way through die i 
streets, hundreds of police, some 
in riot gear, formed a human , 
barricade to separate them from 
the opposing demonstrators on' 
foe sidewalks. 

Police officer Scott Bloch said 
11 abortion rights advocates were 
arrested on efisorderty conduct 
charges, one was also charged 
with resisting arrest. The dis- i 
orderly conduct arrests were for 
blocking traffic, police Sgt. Mary 
Wrcnsen said. 

Earlier, at a mass in St. Agnes 
Church, Cardinal O’Connor , 
urged the marchers to remain 
peaceful and not “accost or con- 
front anyone” outside the East- 
ern. Women’s Centre, about 13 
Mocks away. 

He also told them a woman called 
police thr eaten ing to sbOOt him. 

“We are here not to condemn 
but to ptay that this day, that if 
there are anyone in any circumst- 
ances that feds pressured to have 
an abortion, instead she will 
come to u fongcejve .foe Jove and 
the support and foe financial 
assistance that foe may need,” 
Cardinal O’Connor said as chants 
advocating abortion rights wafted 
in bom outside. . 



Czechoslovak talks postponed 


BRATISLAVA. Czechoslovakia 
(Agencies) — Politicians have 
postponed Sunday's third round 
of talks on the future of the 
74-year-old Czecbolsovak federa- 
tion until Wednesday, a spokes- 
man for the Movement for a 
Democratic Slovakia (HZDS) ‘ 
said. 

Elections last weekend high- 
lighted deep rifts between the two 
parts of Czechoslovakia. Two 
rounds of talks between Cz e c h 
and Slovak leaders since then 
have made no progress. 

Prime Minister-designate Vac- 
lav Klaus, whose right-wing Civic 
Democratic Party (ODS) won in 
the larger western Czech Repub- 
lic, was due to meet Vladimir 
Merciar, leader of lhe nationalist- 
minded HZDS, for further nego- 
tiations on Sunday. 

'The talks have been post- 
pone d by mutual consent.” 
HZDS spokesman Bofauslav Ged 
told Reuters. 


Sunday’s meeting between Mr. 
Medar and Klaus would have 
been the third attempt to break 
deadlock on the future of 
Czechoslovakia, now threatened 
with a split into two independent 
republics. 

Mr. Ged said that HZDS dis- 
cussions on establishing Slovak 
constituent bodies following foe 
election had become protracted 
and more internal talks were 
needed on Sunday. 

“We contacted Mr. Klaus on 
Saturday and we agreed to post- 
pone the talks until Wednesday 
because the Czech side has simi- 
lar problems,” Mr. Ged said. 

Two earlier rounds of talks 
have ended in failure. 

Mr. Klaus and Preside*# Vac- 
lav Havel insist on a functioning 
federation ensuing political and 
economic stability in post- 
communist central Europe. 

Mr. Medar and his movement 


want more autonomy for the Slo- 
vaks, who feel dominated by the 
Czechs, and more Slovak control 
over Mr. Klaus* economic re- 
forms. 

The reforms have hit hardest in 
Slovakia, the more rural one- 
third of the country where indus- 
try under communism is now 
threatened with closure. Jobless- 
ness is almost four times that in 
the Czech lands. 

The constitutional crisis has 
also given rise to Czech separatist 
sentiment, previously, unheard of 
in the more populous, wealthier 
part of the country.. 

At least 10,000 people have 
signed a petition calling for a 
Czech break with the Slovaks. 
The two peoples first united in 
1918 as the Austro-Hungarian 
empire dissolved at the end of 
World War I. 

Mr. Medar and Mr. Klaus also 
disargee on whether Mr. Havel 
should be re-elected. 


‘Charles, Diana unhappy, 
but unwilling to end marriage 


LONDON (Agencies) — Further 
extracts from a controversial new 
book on Princess Diana pub- 
lished in the Sunday Tunes allege 
she will remain locked into her 
unhappy marriage to Prince 
Charles because neitbv- is pre- 
pared to end it 

Princess Diana “can never be 
happy unless she breaks away, 
but she won't break away unless 
Prince Charles does it,” the news- 
paper quotes car dealer James 
Gilbey as saying in the book. It 
says Mr. Gilbey has been a friend 
of the princess since her teens. 

“Charles won’t do it because of 
bis mother (Queen Elizabeth 0), 
so they are never going to be 
happy. They will continue under 
foe farcical umbrella of the royal 
family, yet they will both lead 
completely separate lives,” .Mr. 
Gilbey is reported to have said. 

The Sunday Times continued 
its serialisation of “Diana: Her 
True Story,” by former tabloid 
reporter Andrew Morton, begun 
last week. News reports said it 
paid £250,000 ($462,000) for the 
rights. 

Excerpts published by the Sun- 
day Times last week alleged Prin- 
cess Diana tried to kill herself five 
times, in despair over her unhap- 
py 11-year marriage and jealous 
of her husband's close rela- 
tionship with longtime friend 
Camilla Parker-Bowles, 43. 


The book also said the 30-year- 
old princess has suffered from foe 
eating disorder bulimia since her 
engagement. 

Buckingham Palace refuses to 
comment on the book. It says 
Princess Diana did not cooperate 
with Mr. Morton. 

The Sunday Times said accord- 
ing to Mr. Morton foe princess 
had considered calling off her 
1981 wedding to Prince Charles, 
now 43, because of his friendship 
with Mrs. Parker-Bowles. 

After foe marriage, they had 
“shocking rows about (Camilla), 
real stinkers,” Mr. Morton 
quotes an unnamed friend of 
Prince Diana as saying. 

Three years ago an emotional 
Diana reportedly confronted 
Mrs. Parker-Bowles at a dinner 
and “seven years of pent up 
anger, jealousy and frustration 
came flooding out,” wrote Mr. 
Morton. 

According to Mr. Morton, Di- 
ana now has reconciled herself to 
bringing up her children alone at 
foe family's London base in 
Kensington Palace while an uh 
different Charles works in- 
creasingly from their country 
home in Gloucestershire, south- 
ern England. 

The royal family has failed to 
shake off foe media attention 
despite a public display of unity 
on Saturday. 


Khmer Rouge’s stand 
threatens new fighting 


PREY VENG PROVINCE. 
Cambodia (AP) — The Khmer 
Rouge’s refusal to comply with a 
U.N.-directed disarmament of 
Cambodia's four fighting factions 
raises the possibility of a new 
upsurge in fighting. 

The United Nations began to 
demobilise the armies Saturday. 

Contending factions have 
warned that they wfll respond to 
any aggression posed by foe 
Khmer Rouge’s rcfusual to comp- 
ly with this critical phase of the 
country’s continuing peace pro- 
cess. 

Hie Khmer Rouge has attack- 
ed several government positions 
over foe past few weeks. Last 
week Phnom Penh’s foreign 
minister,- Hor Nam Hong, 
waned that the government re- 
serves foe right of self-defence to 
respond to these attacks. 

Troops of foe Phnom Penh 
government tuned over guns and 
ammunition and reported to can- 
tonment sites Saturday in several 
areas of the country, including 
tins eastern province. 

At cantonment sites in Prey 
Veng and near the capital, 
Phnom Penh, more than a-ton-of 
ammunition was turned over to 
the United Nations.', 

General. John Sanderson, the 
military commander of foe UJ( 
operations, told report e rs that no 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas showed 


up at the sites. 

Yasushi Akashi, foe overall 
leader of the U.N. mission, said: 
“time is very modi running out. 
The door, is gradually being 
dosed. 

It could not immediately be 
determined whether any weapons 
had been turned over by fighters 
of foe two-non-com mu nist guer- 
rilla factions: The Khmer Pcc 
pie’s National Liberation From 
and fighters loyal to Prince Nor- 
dom Sihanouk, who now leads 
foe reconciliation consol that is 
goiding Cambodia through the 
transitional period until free elec- 
tions are held. 

The U.N. Security Council on 
Friday appealed for foe Khmer 
Rouge to rejoin foe peace pro- 
cess. The statement, released in 
NewYork, said “any delay could 
jeop ardize the whole peace pro- 
cess.” 

Khmer Rouge leader Kbieu Sam- 
phan reiterated Friday that hk fertin, 
would refuse to cooperate until 
U.N. force first verified that 
Vietnamese troops had left the 
country and the Phnom Penh 
g overn ment wassfrippedof most 
oflts powers.- 

Vietnam says it withdraw its 
last troops m September 1989 
and foe U.N. msskm says it has 
no evidence that any Vietnamese 
soldiers remain in foe country. 


& Korean consul 
fells to meet premier 

SEOUL (R) — The South Ko- 
rean conaiFgcueral in foe Brazi- 
lian city of Sao Paolo is to be 
disciplined for failing to meet his 
prime minister at the airport and 
leaving him to ride into town on a 
bus. The Korea Herald said Sun- 
day that Consul-General Kim 
Jong-Min would be called back to 
Seoul and disciplined for his in- 
attention to Prime Minister 
Chung Won-Shik, who arrived in 
Brazil on June 9 to attend the 
earth summit. ,l Chung and his 
party waited for Kim and other 
officials for about 20 minutes and 
then left the airport without a 
welcoming ceremony on an air- 
port bus,” foe newspaper said. 
The Herald quoted the foreign 
minis try as saying Mr. Kim and 
Brazilian protocol officials were 
waiting in a reception room, una- 
ware that Mr. Chung’s plane had 
arrived earlier than scheduled. 

Busman’s 
honeymoon too 
much for bride 

ROTHERHAM. England (R) — 
A British woman has kicked out 
her husband of just nine months 
because of his obsession with 
buses. Mark Smith. 29. dragged 
his new bride around a tour of 
bus garages on their honeymoon 
pnrf became livid when she failed 
to dean bis treasured collection 
of 36,000 bus photos. “I should 
have realised what I’d let myself 
in for when we went on honey- 
moon and he told me we were 
-going to have a look at the 
buses,” she said. The final straw 
came when Mark, who lives in 
foe town of Rotherham in North- 
ern England, put 38-year-old 
Ann in hospital with head 
wounds by crashing her car as he 
looked at a bus. Anne wants an 
injunction, to ban the unemployed 
driver and former coach cleaner 
from coming near her home. She 
said: “He is more interested in 
buses than me — I've had 
enough-” 

Aristocratic wife 
says revenue is 
weet 

LAMBOURN, England (R) — 
A jilted aristocratic wife gave 
away her husband’s vintage wine, 
poured paint over his limousine 
and chapped foe arms off 32 of 
his expensive suits. Lady Sarah 
Graham-Moon, 54, went on the 
rampage when her husband Sir 
Peter, 49, moved in with his lover 
dose to the marital home in 
Lamboum, southern England. 
She poured five litres of white 
paint on bis blue BMW car, 
delivered bottles of wine like milk 
for astonished villagers to wake 
up to and snipped his suits made 
by Savde Row tailors. “I know 
what hurts him and where his soft 
underbelly is and that’s his mate- 
rial possessions,” said Lady 
Sarah. “It gave me a hell of a 
buzz. Fm not a mad woman. I 
was fed up. The worm has 
turned.” 


McCartney signs $2.7 
million cheque for 
school 

LONDON (R) — Rock star Paul 
McCartney pledged £1.5 million 
($2.7 million) to set up a show- 
business school in his native 
Liverpool modelled on the Amer- 
ican Institute in the film Fame. “I 
want to make it the best fame 
school in the world,” said multi- 
millionaire former Beatie 
McCartney. “This is a personal 
dream of mine that I want to 
make come true.” The now- 
derelict school, in a rundown area 
of the northern England city, will 
be called foe Liverpool Institute 
for foe Performing Arts (UPA). 
It needs a total of £12 mflfion 
($21.8 million) to open by its 
target date of September 1996. 
Like its Fame model, the school 
aims to give students a start in the 
entertainment business with spe- 
cialist training. The star has se- 
emed promises of cash from the 
government and foe music indns* 
fry. He is now lobbying for more 
funds. 

Borg to divorce 
wife— lawyer 

STOCKHOLM <R) - Former. 
Swedish tennis star Bjorn Borg 


■ — 

WUI divorce after tfan 
marriage, Swedish Ra 
wag’s lawyer Hennin 
as saying Thursday. ’ 
married m September 
Jpwd early last hue 

the Swedish News Aj 
said. Swedish tabloid 
JJJorted that Berte fc 
foiuial complain a pif 
Milan police staffer 
™ of “breach of nm 
l tions." 
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